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Summer 2025 
Course Descriptions 

(updated 2/28/2025) 
 

 
 

LAW511:  PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 
 

This course considers some of the history of the profession, training for the practice, the 
lawyer in the office, the lawyer and the public, the lawyer as lawmaker, limitations on personal 
conduct, the lawyer as judge, the canons of professional ethics, and many other incidents to 
the practice. 
 

LAW520I:  INTRODUCTION TO TRIAL TACTICS WORKSHOP 
 
Introduction to Trial Tactics Workshop is taught by The Honorable Magistrate Judge Wes 
Porter.  Enrollment is limited to 12 students on a first-come, first-served basis.  Please note 
that while Evidence is not a pre-requisite for this class, priority will be given to students that 
have completed Evidence.   
 
To better facilitate the registration process, interested students must complete this 
Google Form by Friday March 14, 2025, at 5:00 pm.  Students who are admitted to the class 
will be notified by the Registrar’s Office. 
 

LAW 520J:  MATRIX OF PEACE FRAMEWORK FOR BUILDING PEACEFUL 
SOCIETIES  
 

Lawyers are called upon to navigate complex, emotionally-charged, multi-stakeholder cases. 
This five-day survey course introduces a robust framework that can be applied in such cases. 
Students learn about the Matrix of Peace: a whole-systems, multi-sector, consciousness-
raising framework for designing and activating peaceful societies. Introduced by Instructor 
Blees ‘80 at Nobel Peace Prize Forums on issues such as child trafficking, indigenous 
peoples’ rights, and climate change, the course draws upon her three-volume work on Matrix 
theory, model, and technology. A sampling of topics covered are peace-optimizing contracts, 
treaties, judicial systems, economic freedom, organizational and mediating structures, and 
“consciousness-work”—a breakthrough addition to society building, peacebuilding, and 
problem-solving. 
 
Students will gain (1) a working knowledge of the Matrix of Peace framework and its 
interdisciplinary applications; (2) practical tools for managing complex, emotionally-charged, 
multi-stakeholder cases; (3) skills in “consciousness work,” addressing values, beliefs, and 
worldviews often inaccessible to traditional legal and policy practitioners; and (4) early-
adopter expertise in the Matrix framework, a value-add personally and for legal, policymaking, 
peacebuilding, and problem-solving careers. This course is ideal for law students, legal 
practitioners, policymakers, mediators, and anyone interested in pioneering solutions for 
personal and societal transformation and peacebuilding. 
 

https://forms.gle/Jbokrbqh2QLRQfCr6
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LAW520K:  BAR EXAM TOOLKIT 
 
This course teaches a practical, repeatable skill set to maximize your scores on the multiple-
choice and essay sections of the bar exam. You will learn a step-by-step method for 
approaching, analyzing, and answering both MBE and essay questions—a skill that also 
applies to law school exams. The Bar Exam Toolkit is ideal for students considering enrolling 
in Extended Bar Review I or II. 
 

LAW520M:  INTRODUCTION TO MILITARY LAW 
 
This survey course provides an overview of military law ideal for future civilian practitioners 
who represent military clients or work with the military community and students interested in 
a potential career as a Judge Advocate or a civilian attorney working for the Armed Forces. 
The one (1) credit hour course is comprised of six online class meetings: an introduction to 
military law and the law of armed conflict; command authority in the early republic; the 
development of American military jurisprudence; the national security of the United States; 
maintaining good order and discipline in the Armed Forces; and special topics in military law 
practice and society. These meetings will explore the intersection of civil-military relations, 
practical application of Constitutional law in military practice, the develop of a separate body 
of military law, the historical development of military law as a system of justice, and a mix of 
contemporary topics in the core legal functions of military law. 
 
Student assessments will be comprised of a mix of class preparation and participation (20%) 
and course work in the form of two short position papers (2–3 pages; 40%) and a legal advice 
memorandum (4–6 pages; 40%) for a client on a hypothetical legal issue. All required and 
recommended course materials are web-based and available through open sources with links 
provided in the syllabus. 
 

LAW520N:  INTRODUCTION TO ANIMAL LAW & ADVOCACY 
 
This course provides a broad foundation upon which to build deeper animal law study and 
practice, and is a survey of how our legal, cultural, and philosophical views of animals affect 
and shape our societal and legal treatment of animals. Topics may include evolution and 
interpretation of animal law; animal welfare and animal rights; the legal and societal status of 
animals; overview of federal and state animal-related law and enforcement; an introduction 
into aquatic animal law; Constitutional issues raised in animal-related cases; regulation of 
animal use in commercial industry, entertainment and media, research, and agriculture. In 
addition to reading the materials and participating in class discussions, students will write a 
paper on an issue related to animal law. 
 

LAW520P:  CANNABIS LAW 
 
Cannabis is simultaneously regulated as one of the most dangerous substances on the planet 
and as a growing industry providing health and economic benefits. While still federally illegal, 
a growing majority of states have joined several international jurisdictions in permitting 
medical and legal access to cannabis. This course surveys legal issues and policy 
considerations facing the cannabis industry, exploring cannabis issues in: constitutional law 
and federalism; criminal law; public health law; business law; intellectual property; taxation, 
banking, and bankruptcy; employment law; and legal ethics. We will compare policy 
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approaches, resulting regulations, and real-world impacts in Hawai‘i, the U.S., and foreign 
jurisdictions. Students completing the course will gain a firm grasp of the fundamentals of the 
cannabis compliance industry and a set of tools for responding to the challenges facing 
governments, individuals, and businesses engaged in this vibrant new industry. 
 

LAW541:  CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 
 
Criminal Procedure Investigations is a study of legal and institutional limits on law 
enforcement conduct in the investigation of crime. Those limits come from the Fourth, Fifth, 
Sixth, and Fourteenth Amendments of the federal constitution; state constitutional rules, 
statutes, and common law; and local policies and ordinances. Topics include searches and 
seizures, police interrogations, and the identification of suspects. The central theme of the 
course is the interaction of many institutions in the regulation of police conduct. 
 

LAW542:  ADVANCED CIVIL PROCEDURE 
 
This course (also known as Complex Litigation or Political Lawyering and Public Law 
Litigation), is designed as an interactive, small-enrollment seminar for three (3) credits in one 
semester. It is a writing-intensive seminar. Some of the material and class methodology will 
be non-traditional. The course will endeavor to integrate theory with practice. While the course 
is theoretical in emphasis, it will feature practice-based writing assignments, which will satisfy 
the upper-level writing requirement. It is designed to train you to become genuinely effective 
in the real world of complex litigation. 
  
Although the course will build on first-year civil procedure, it is not designed as a review or 
straight-forward extension of that course. It will emphasize Public Law Litigation (and Political 
Lawyering practice)—that is, the handling of cases that involve public controversies that 
impact upon society as well as the litigants. This will encompass litigation and media 
strategies, the use of procedures to affect substantive outcomes, and the role of legal process 
in determining justice and injustice. It will also encompass recent criticism of civil litigation 
itself. You will need to stretch your legal thinking. 
 
Interested students must complete a Survey. 
 

LAW543:  EVIDENCE 
 
This course examines the law of proof and focuses on the Federal Rules of Evidence. The 
language, purpose, and policies underlying the evidence rules are stressed throughout in 
order to make the rules meaningful, predictable, and functional. In addition to covering the 
substantive rules of evidence, this course will explore the use of the rules of evidence as a 
tactical device to develop the narrative of a case and to disrupt the opponent’s narrative. 
Accordingly, the theme of this course is pragmatic, with a problem-based emphasis. The rules 
of evidence will be examined from an advocate’s perspective in order to develop students’ 
knowledge of what facts matter and how those facts can be proven. 
 
  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScW0zzptnVhFtLytqjnanBz0GJN2v4_jvd6N9f12Ua5hwWIJw/viewform
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LAW590P:  MEDIATION WORKSHOP 
 

This is a clinical course that is conducted through lectures combined with skills practice and 
simulated mediations. The course provides students with:  an understanding of different 
approaches to mediation; the stages of mediation; core mediation skills; tools to adapt the 
process to deal with challenging personalities; and ethical considerations. Learning the basics 
of mediation will enable students to become effective advocates in the mediation process. 
The skills learned are life skills that are invaluable in any setting. 

 
LWLR510(I):  ADVANCED LEGAL RESEARCH: INTERNATIONAL 
 

This course builds upon first-year legal research problem solving skills by exposing students 
to the nuances of researching legal issues in foreign jurisdictions and how to research topics 
in international law. This course is especially useful for students who are writing or are 
planning to write a note or paper on a foreign legal system or a public international law topic.  It 
is recommended that you have already taken or are simultaneously taking the basic 
International Law course.  

 
LWPA575B:  INT’L PROTECTION OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS 
 

During this five-day course, we will have five interdependent modules, aiming to finish one 
for each day. First, an overview of the fundamental principles behind all international treaties 
for intellectual property rights, including the concepts of priority, national treatment, and most-
preferred nations.  In this module, we will also discuss the two international organizations that 
administer international IP treaties, WIPO and WTO.  For the next three modules, we will 
deep-dive into the treaties that govern each of the three most commonly used intellectual 
property rights:  patents (including designs), trademarks, and copyrights.  In the final module, 
we will discuss the increasing importance of protection for confidential information/trade 
secrets as unregistered rights.  This course prepares students who want to develop an 
understanding of how intellectual property rights receive protection across national borders.  
 
At the conclusion of this course, the successful student will competently: (i) Identify and 
explain how intellectual property rights can be protected globally; (ii) demonstrate the ability 
to identify the treaties which govern each type of patents, trademarks, or copyrights; and (iii) 
have a basic understanding of how intellectual property protection can vary from country to 
country. Some prior knowledge of the different types of intellectual property rights is 
recommended for taking this course.   
 


