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MELISSA STEWART 
Assistant Professor of Law 

University of Hawai’i at Mānoa, William S. Richardson School of Law 
 

Contact Information 
melissa.stewart@hawaii.edu 

 
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 

 
University of Hawai’i at Mānoa, William S. Richardson School of Law, Honolulu, HI 

Assistant Professor of Law         2023 – present  
 
Australian National University College of Law, Canberra, Australia 

Visiting Fellow          Summer 2024 
 
Georgetown University Law Center, Washington, DC     2019 – 2023 

Research Fellow         2021 – 2023  

Adjunct Professor of Law         2020 – 2023  

Dash-Muse Teaching Fellow            2019 – 2021 

 

Center for Transnational Legal Studies, London, United Kingdom  Fall 2021 

Lecturer in Law 

 
EDUCATION 

 
Georgetown Law, Washington, D.C.           

LLM, Advocacy, with distinction       2021 
  
JD, Certificate in Refugees and Humanitarian Emergencies   2014 

Georgetown Immigration Law Journal, Article Selection Editor  
Prof. Louis Michael Seidman, Constitutional Law, Research Assistant 

 
Institut d’Etudes Politiques de Paris (SciencesPo), Paris, France              

Masters II, International Economic Law, Global Governance Studies  2014 
 
Butler University, Indianapolis, IN                  

Bachelor of Science, Arts Administration and French, magna cum laude  2006 
 

SCHOLARLY PUBLICATIONS & FORTHCOMING WORKS 
 
THE PROTOCOL ON ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION TO THE ANTARCTIC TREATY: A COMMENTARY 

(Timothy Stephens, Frances Anggadi, & Melissa Stewart, eds., forthcoming 2027). 
 
Statelessness and Genocide (working paper). 
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Birthright Citizenship, Denaturalization, and the Specter of Statelessness, 73 UCLA L. REV. DISCOURSE 
(forthcoming 2025) 

 
Jurisdictional Ingenuity in Pursuit of Promoting States’ Obligations in the Context of the Climate Emergency, in 

THE ROLE OF ADVISORY OPINIONS IN INTERNATIONAL LAW IN THE CONTEXT OF THE 

CLIMATE CRISIS (Maria Antonia Tigre & Armando Rocha, eds. 2025). 
 
Cascading Consequences of Sinking States, 59 STAN. J. INT’L L 131 (2023). 

 Winner, AALS Section on International Law New Scholars Award 
Cited by the United Nations International Law Commission, Addendum to the Additional 

paper to the second issues paper by Patrícia Galvão Teles and Juan José Ruda Santolaria, 
Co-Chairs of the Study Group on Sea-level rise in relation to international law. 

 
Statelessness: A Modern History, Mira L. Siegelberg (review by invitation) 117 AM. J. INT’L L. 371 (2023). 
 
“A New Law on Earth," Hannah Arendt and the Vision for a Positive Legal Framework to Guarantee the Right 

to Have Rights, 62 VA. J. INT’L L. 115 (2021).  
 Honorable Mention, 2022 American Society of International Law International Legal Theory 

Interest Group Scholarship Prize 
 
Experts in Investor-State Arbitration: The Tribunal as Gatekeeper, 9 J. INT’L DISPUTE SETTLEMENT 453 

(2018) (peer reviewed) (with Mélida Hodgson). 
 
Development in the International Field: “Rotting of the Flower”: Persecution of the Rohingya Threatens Myanmar’s 

Democratic Transition & Further Imperils the Right to a Nationality, 27 GEO. IMMIGR. L. J. 473 (2013). 
 
Development in the International Field: Holland Administration Continues Discriminatory Deportations of Roma in 

France, 27 GEO. IMMIGR. L. J. 247 (2012). 
 

BRIEFS, BLOGS, REPORTS, & OTHER WRITING 
 

Hanging “Like a Guillotine”: Trump v CASA and the Risk of Statelessness, JUST SECURITY (July 7, 2025) 
 
Historic Climate Opinion and Its Potential Impact on U.S. Litigation, TRANSNATIONAL LITIGATION BLOG 
(June 6, 2024). 
 
What to Watch for Following Historic Climate Opinion from “The Oceans Court,” JUST SECURITY (June 4, 
2024).  
 
Climate Change Advisory Opinion Requests: Risk and Reward, LAWFARE (March 24, 2023). 
 
Kashef v. BNP Paribas SA Overcomes the Forum Non Conveniens Hurdle, TRANSNATIONAL LITIGATION 

BLOG (May 31, 2022). 
 
No Choice: Analyzing Attacks on Health as a Driver of Forced Displacement in Syria, Georgetown Law 

Human Rights Institute (2021) (Instructor, Principal Investigator, and Editor). 
 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=5255171
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=5336304
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4321214
https://legal.un.org/docs/?symbol=A/CN.4/774/Add.1
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-journal-of-international-law/article/abs/statelessness-a-modern-history-by-mira-l-siegelberg-cambridge-ma-harvard-university-press-2020-pp-235-index/0838BCEF2E7B10709A2E772FEDD30380
https://deliverypdf.ssrn.com/delivery.php?ID=962008021127090117105026084023088005127032093088005092100093026070105067095120004078110024036005107000110021073067113078087122039072030002007098092106104071115117019032038040074083072095020112075126012122004082125080108116007020019119007082107031006099&EXT=pdf&INDEX=TRUE
https://deliverypdf.ssrn.com/delivery.php?ID=962008021127090117105026084023088005127032093088005092100093026070105067095120004078110024036005107000110021073067113078087122039072030002007098092106104071115117019032038040074083072095020112075126012122004082125080108116007020019119007082107031006099&EXT=pdf&INDEX=TRUE
https://academic.oup.com/jids/article-abstract/9/3/453/4975521?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.justsecurity.org/116328/trump-casa-statelessness/
https://tlblog.org/6515-2/
https://www.justsecurity.org/96365/oceans-court-climate-opinion/
https://www.lawfaremedia.org/article/climate-change-advisory-opinion-requests-risk-and-reward
https://tlblog.org/kashef-v-bnp-paribas-sa-overcomes-the-forum-non-conveniens-hurdle/
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/human-rights-institute/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2021/06/No-Choice-Report_web.pdf
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Dead Ends: No Path to Protection for Asylum Seekers under the Guatemala Asylum Cooperative Agreement, 
Georgetown Law Human Rights Institute (2020) (Instructor, Principal Investigator, and Editor). 

 

International Courts: The South China Sea Arbitration Award, AM. BAR ASSOC. THE YEAR IN REVIEW 
(2017) (with Joseph Klingler & Nicholas Renzler). 

 

Brief of Amicus Curiae Directorate of Legal Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Chile in Support of Plaintiffs-Appellants, Joan Jara et al v. Barrientos Nuñez, United States Court 
of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit (coauthored brief supporting reversal of the District Court’s 
dismissal of claims under the Alien Tort Statute) (filed November 30, 2016). 

 

SEC Extractive Industry Transparency Requirements Move Forward, Corporate Social Responsibility and the 
Law (2016). 

 

BANKS AND HUMAN RIGHTS: A LEGAL ANALYSIS, UNEP Finance Initiative and Foley Hoag (2015) 
(co-author).  

New Executive Order on Federal Sustainability Promotes Responsible Government Procurement Policies, 
Corporate Social Responsibility and the Law (2015). 

  
Protecting the Rights of Children Should Be Integral to Every Corporate Social Responsibility Strategy,  

Corporate Social Responsibility and the Law (2015). 

International Migrants Day and Operating with Respect for the Rights of Migrant Workers,  
Corporate Social Responsibility and the Law (2014). 

International Migrants Bill of Rights with Commentary, 28 GEO. IMMIGR. L. J. 9 (2013) (with Zack Bench 
et al). 

Adapted in: Inter-American Principles on the Human Rights of Migrants, Refugees, Stateless Persons and 
Victims of Trafficking, Inter-Am. Comm’n H.R., Res. No. 04/19, ¶ 71 (Dec. 7, 2019). 

Republished in: MIGRANTS AND RIGHTS (Mary Crock, ed., 2015).  
Selected Commentary:  

Vincent Chetail, The Human Rights of Migrants in General International Law: From Minimum 
Standards to Fundamental Rights, 28 GEO. IMMIGR. L. J. 225 (2013). 

Peter D. Sutherland, The International Migrants Bill of Rights: Why It Matters, 28 GEO. 
IMMIGR. L. J. 269 (2013). 

 
SELECT SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS & PRESENTATIONS 

 
Statelessness and Genocide 

Presenter, Michigan Junior Scholars Conference (April 2025) 
Presenter, American Society of International Law, International Legal Theory Interest Group 

Forum (April 2025) 
Presenter, Northeastern Law Junior Scholars Conference (February 2025) 
Presenter, Junior International Law Scholars Association Annual Meeting (December 2024) 
Presenter, American Society of International Law Mid-Year Meeting Research Forum 

(November 2024)  
Speaker, Australian National University College of Law (June 2024) 

 

https://www.law.georgetown.edu/human-rights-institute/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2020/06/Dead-Ends-Report_web.pdf
https://www.globalbusinessandhumanrights.com/2016/01/20/sec-extractive-industry-transparency-requirements-move-forward/
https://www.unepfi.org/fileadmin/documents/BanksandHumanRights.pdf
https://www.globalbusinessandhumanrights.com/2015/05/26/new-executive-order-on-federal-sustainability-promotes-responsible-government-procurement-policies/
https://www.globalbusinessandhumanrights.com/2015/01/12/protecting-the-rights-of-children-should-be-integral-to-every-corporate-social-responsibility-strategy/
https://www.globalbusinessandhumanrights.com/2014/12/18/international-migrants-day-and-operating-with-respect-for-the-rights-of-migrant-workers/
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/human-rights-institute/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2017/08/04-IMBR-with-Commentary.pdf
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Featured guest, Climate on the Docket at the ICJ with Melissa Stewart, Lawfare Daily (January 2025) 
 
Speaker and Award Recipient, Association of American Law Schools Annual Meeting, International 

Law Section Awards Ceremony (January 2024) 
 
Panelist, “The Role of International Courts and Tribunals in Climate Change Litigation,” Latin 

American Society of International Law 2023 Biennial Conference (November 2023) 
 
Jurisdictional Ingenuity in Pursuit of Promoting States’ Obligations in the Context of the Climate Emergency 

Presenter, Junior International Law Scholars Association (January 2024) 
Presenter, Richardson Law Scholarship Workshop (October & November 2023) 
Presenter, Junior International Law Scholars Association (July 2023) 

 
Guest Lecture, “Climate Change Advisory Opinions,” International Law, University of Hawai’i at 

Mānoa, William S. Richardson School of Law (September 2023) 
 
Featured Guest, Vanuatu’s Big Climate Win with Melissa Stewart, THE LAWFARE PODCAST (April 2023) 
 
Panelist, “Unpacking Compacts of Free Association,” The University of Hawai’i at Mānoa William 

S. Richardson School of Law (March 2023) 
 
Moderator, “The Courts, Climate Change, Migrant and Refugee Rights,” American Society of 

International Law (February 2023) 
 
Cascading Consequences of Sinking States 

Guest Lecture, International Law Colloquium, Georgetown Law (January 2023) 
Presenter, Junior International Law Scholars Association (January 2023) 
Presenter, American Society of International Law Mid-Year Meeting Research Forum 

(November 2022)  
Presenter, Georgetown Law Fellows Workshop (September 2022) 
Presenter, American Society of International Law New Professionals Interest Group Article 

Exchange Program (September 2022) 
Presenter, Junior International Law Scholars Association (July 2022) 
Presenter, Georgetown Law Fellows Workshop (October 2021) 
 

Guest Lecture, International Human Rights Law, Georgetown Law (October 2022) 
 
Moderator, Migration Law Conversation Series, American Society of International Law (October 

2022) 
 
“A New Law on Earth," Hannah Arendt and the Vision for a Positive Legal Framework to Guarantee the Right 

to Have Rights. 
Presenter, ASIL International Legal Theory Interest Group Scholarship Prize Award 

Presentation (June 2022) 
Presenter, ASIL International Legal Theory Interest Group Junior Paper Workshop (June 2021) 
Presenter, Georgetown Law International Law Colloquium (January 2021) 
Presenter, Junior International Law Scholars Association (January 2021) 

https://www.lawfaremedia.org/article/lawfare-daily--climate-on-the-docket-at-the-icj-with-melissa-stewart
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-lawfare-podcast/id498897343?i=1000609268102
https://www.youtube.com/live/VorhHSDObnQ?feature=share
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Presenter, American Society of International Law Mid-Year Meeting Research Forum (October 
2020) 

Presenter, Junior Scholars Workshop (September 2020) 
Presenter, Georgetown Law Fellows Colloquium (September 2020) 
Presenter, Georgetown Law Faculty Workshop Series (August 2020) 

 
Moderator, “Title 42 and International Law,” American Society for International Law (November 

2021) 
 
Discussant, Junior International Law Scholars Association Summer Workshop (July 2021) 
 
Moderator, Dash Conference on Human Rights, Philippe Sands keynote discussion (April 2021) 
 
Discussant, “The Human Rights Challenge,” a Conversation with UN High Commissioner for 

Human Rights Michelle Bachelet (March 2021) 
 
Moderator, “Human Rights Challenges Facing the Biden Administration,” with Acting Assistant 

Secretary of State for Democracy Human Rights and Labor, Lisa Peterson (March 2021) 
 
Lecture, “Introduction to International Law and Human Rights,” Human Rights Associates 

Program, Georgetown Law (October 2020) 
 
Speaker, “Human Rights in the Modern Age,” Butler University (September 2020) 
 
Moderator, Human Rights Institute Report Launch, Dead Ends: No Path to Protection for Asylum Seekers 

under the Guatemala Asylum Cooperative Agreement (May 2020) 
 
Lecture, “Hannah Arendt, the Right to have Rights and the Development of International Human 

Rights Law,” Seminar in Law and Philosophy, Georgetown Law (November 2019)  
 
Lecture, “Introduction to International Law and Human Rights,” Human Rights Associates 

Program, Georgetown Law (September 2019) 
 
Panelist, “UNCLOS as a Means for Obtaining the Peaceful Settlement of Disputes and the South 

China Sea Arbitration,” Security Panel on Maritime Security, 12th Annual China-US Symposium, 
Tufts University (April 2019) 

 
Lecture, “Philippines v. China (The South China Sea Arbitration): A Practitioner’s Perspective on the 

Promise and Limits of International Law in the Peaceful Resolution of Disputes Between 
States,” Wells Scholars International Law Seminar, Indiana University (March 2018) 

 
Lecture, “International Law and Natural Disasters: Applicable Law and Gaps in the International 

Legal Framework,” International Development Seminar, Indiana University (March 2018) 
 
Lecture, “Legal Perspectives on Humanitarian Assistance: an Introduction to International Law, 

Refugee Law, Human Rights Law, and International Humanitarian Law,” Harvard Humanitarian 
Initiative, Harvard University (April 2015) 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D44abvBxcOg&list=PLYp0ZUypbrndKJYyyulE8kzfpwjifhlP6&index=4
https://youtu.be/pqTrqadqpXU
https://youtu.be/i4TEalyd3Ow
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HONORS & AWARDS 
 

Association of American Law Schools, Section on International Law 2023 New Scholars Award 

 Winner, for Cascading Consequences of Sinking States (2023) 

American Society of International Law International Legal Theory Interest Group 2022 Scholarship 
Prize, Honorable Mention for ‘A New Law on Earth’ Hannah Arendt and the Vision for a Positive 
Legal Framework to Guarantee the Right to Have Rights” (2022) 

Kathryn Davis Fellow for Peace, Middlebury Language School (2018) 

Global Law Scholar, Georgetown Law (2010-2014) 

CALI Excellence for the Future Award, Hannah Arendt Seminar, Georgetown Law (2013) 

Dean’s List, Georgetown Law (2011-2012) 

Public Policy & International Affairs Fellow, University of Michigan School of Public Policy (2005) 

Dean’s Scholarship & Audition Award for Classical Violin, Butler University (2002) 

 

EXPERIENCE 
 

Foley Hoag, LLP, Boston, MA and New York, NY            Summer 2012; 2014 – 2018  
Associate, International Litigation and Arbitration, United Nations Practice Group 

• Advised sovereign governments and NGOs on matters related to international law, human 
rights, corporate social responsibility, law of the sea, and international environmental law.  

• Provided legal advice to Permanent Missions to the United Nations and civil society on 
matters before the General Assembly, the Sixth Committee (Legal Affairs), and ECOSOC. 

Representative Matters: 

• Philippines v. China – Represented the Philippines in a historic arbitration brought pursuant to 
Annex VII of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) regarding 
maritime jurisdiction in the South China Sea. 

• The Gambia v. Myanmar – Early case strategy, drafted memoranda on jurisdictional avenues to 
pursue accountability for Myanmar’s persecution of the Rohingya, focusing on the ability of 
any State Party to the Genocide Convention to file a contentious case before the ICJ.  
 

Center for Constitutional Rights, Port au Prince, Haiti      Summer 2013 
Ella Baker Summer Intern, Bureau des Avocats Internationaux 
 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Geneva, Switzerland      Summer 2012 
Research Assistant, T. Alexander Aleinikoff, Deputy High Commissioner for Refugees  
 
International Law Commission, Remote               2012 – 2013  
Research Assistance, Eduardo Valencia Ospina, Special Rapporteur on the Protection of Persons in the 

Event of Disasters 
 

Partners In Health, Boston, MA                2008 – 2010 
Executive Assistant, Ophelia Dahl, Executive Director 

 

Harvard Initiative for Global Health, Cambridge, MA           2007 – 2008  
Project Coordinator   
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
 
American Society of International Law, Migration Law Interest Group, Co-Chair (2021 – 2024) 
Junior International Law Scholars Association, Co-Chair (2024 – present) 
Migrants Rights Initiative, Advisory Board Member (2020 – present) 
Association of American Law Schools, Member (2020 – present) 
American Branch of the International Law Association, Member (2020 – present) 
Global Strategic Litigation Council for Refugee Rights, Member (2019 – present) 
 

UNIVERSITY SERVICE 
 
International / PALS Committee, Member (2023 – present) 
Curriculum Committee, Member (2024 – present);  

Ad-hoc sub-committee on the upper division writing requirement (2023 – 2024) 
Jessup Team, Coach (2024 – present); Advisor and practice moot judge (2023 – 2024) 
International Environmental Law Moot Court Team, moot judge and regionals judge (2023 – 2024) 
Admissions Committee, Member (2023 – 2024) 
 

PEER REVIEW 
 
TRANSNATIONAL LEGAL THEORY 
 

LANGUAGES 
 
English (native); French (highly proficient); Haitian Creole (basic) 
 

BAR ADMISSIONS 

 
Massachusetts; U.S. District Court for the District of Massachusetts; U.S. Supreme Court 


