LUCY E. BROWN

Assistant Professor of Law
University of Hawai‘i at Manoa | William S. Richardson School of Law
2515 Dole Street, Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96822
LinkedIn | lucyb@hawaii.edu

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS

University of Hawai‘i at Manoa | William S. Richardson School of Law
Assistant Professor of Law (tenure-track) Aug. 2025 — Present
Courses: Lawyering Fundamentals I (Fall 2025)
Civil Procedure II (anticipated Spring 2026)
Environmental Litigation Seminar (anticipated Spring 2026)

EDUCATION

University of Hawai‘i at Manoa | William S. Richardson School of Law, J.D., 2018

Honors:  Summa Cum Laude, Graduated Ranked #4
Environmental Law Certificate
CALI Excellence for the Future Award (Highest Grade) in Environmental
Law, Administrative Law, Conservation Transactions, Business
Associations, Law and Psychology, & Lawyering Fundamentals II

Activities: Casenote Editor, University of Hawai‘i Law Review
Research Assistant to Professor Maxine Burkett
Oralist, Philip C. Jessup International Moot Court Team
Board Member, Students for Public Outreach and Civic Education
Staff Member, Richardson Summer Law and Justice Program

University of Colorado Denver, B.A. Honors, International Studies, 2015

Honors:  Cum Laude
Dean’s List, 2010 — 2014

Activities: Intern, Women’s Global Empowerment Fund

LEGAL EXPERIENCE

Attorney General’s Honors Program, United States Department of Justice,
Environment and Natural Resources Division, Environmental Defense Section
Washington, D.C. and Honolulu, Hawai‘i (Sept. 2019 — Sept. 2025)

Senior Attorney for Career Development and Training/Trial Attorney. Represented
the United States in complex civil litigation arising under a broad range of


http://www.linkedin.com/in/lucy-brown-501789212
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environmental statutes in federal district court and the federal courts of appeals.
Practiced in five federal circuits and presented oral argument at least ten times on
dispositive briefs, procedural motions, and preliminary injunctions, including in the
Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals. Litigated cases under the Clean Water Act, the Clean
Air Act, the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability
Act, the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, and the Federal Insecticide,
Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act, among other federal laws. In addition to my normal
docket, I developed training, practice, and career development opportunities for the
attorneys in my Section. I also served as the Law Clerk Program Co-Coordinator
(Sept. 2020 — April 2024).

Honorable Michael D. Wilson, Associate Justice, Supreme Court of Hawai‘i
Honolulu, Hawai‘i (Aug. 2018 — Aug. 2019)

Law Clerk. Researched and drafted bench briefs, recommendations, and opinions on
appellate issues including speedy trial rights, the right to confront a witness,
insurance bad faith, and review of agency decisions. Assisted significantly with
researching, drafting, and editing an article published in the University of Hawai ‘i
Law Review regarding judicial and legislative intervention to address climate change.

Honorable Richard W. Pollack, Associate Justice, Supreme Court of Hawai‘i
Honolulu, Hawai‘i (Jan. 2018 — May 2018)

Volunteer Law Clerk/Legal Extern. Assisted with researching and drafting judicial
opinions.

Cades Schutte, LLP
Honolulu, Hawai‘i (May 2017 — Aug. 2017)

Summer Associate. Drafted research memoranda and briefs on environmental, land
use, employment discrimination, and constitutional law issues.

Professional Awards

John Marshall Award for Support of Litigation, U.S. Department of Justice (2023).
Received the Department’s highest award presented to attorneys for contributions and
excellence in specialized areas of legal performance.

Performance Awards, U.S. Department of Justice (2021 — 2024). Received four awards for
my outstanding achievements and contributions to the Environmental Defense Section.

Bar Admissions

United States Courts of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit, the Second Circuit, the Eighth
Circuit, the Ninth Circuit, and the Tenth Circuit.
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United States District Courts for the Central District of California, the Eastern District of
California, the Southern District of California, the District of Hawai‘i, the Southern
District of Georgia, and the Eastern District of North Carolina.

State of Hawai‘i, 2018

Community Service

Ho ‘oulu ‘Aina, Volunteer (June 2025 — Present). Malama ‘aina in Kalihilihi-o-Laumiha
(Kalihi Valley). Support native reforestation and food sovereignty through clearing
pathways and trails, pulling weeds, removing invasive species, and harvesting crops for the
community.

HSBA Young Lawyers Division Board, O‘ahu Director (Jan. 2024 — Present). Selected to
serve as a director for the board. Co-Chair of the Legal Lines Program, offering regular
free legal information to the public. Support efforts to increase legal education in public
schools through activities like moot court and junior judges.

Washington Legal Clinic for the Homeless, Pro Bono Attorney (Feb. 2021 — Feb. 2023).
Provided free legal services to houseless individuals in Washington, D.C. Conducted
intake interviews to identify legal issues, helped clients navigate state and local laws to
secure housing and enroll in subsidy programs, and resolved landlord-tenant issues.

Domestic Violence Action Center, Volunteer (May 2016 — Aug. 2016). Advocated for and
advised clients on matters of divorce, domestic violence, restraining orders, and custody

disputes.

Presentations

University of Hawai ‘i, William S. Richardson School of Law, Guest Lecture on Federal
Environmental Practice (Spring and Fall 2024)

U.S. Department of Justice, National Advocacy Center, Incorporating Environmental
Justice in Defensive Cases (May 2022)



