DEREK H. KAUANOE
dkauanoe@hawaii.edu (808) 729-0289

EDUCATION

University of Arizona, James E. Rogers College of Law — Doctor of Juridical Science (2025)
Indigenous Peoples Law and Policy

University of Hawai‘i, William S. Richardson School of Law - Juris Doctor (2008)
Pacific-Asian Legal Studies Certificate with a Native Hawaiian Law Specialty

Hawai‘i Pacific University, Honolulu Campus - Bachelor of Arts (2000)
e Political Science
e Psychology (minor)

EXPERIENCE
University of Hawai‘i, William S. Richardson School of Law Honolulu, HI
Assistant Professor of Law August 2022 — current

e Develop and teach the Torts, Federal Indian Law, Examining Pathways to Self-
Determination, and Second Year Seminar courses

e Help students develop their legal knowledge and skills for both course academic success
and bar examination success

University of Arizona, James E. Rogers College of Law Tucson, AZ
Professor of Practice (Tribal Criminal Law and Procedure) January 2020 — July 2022
e Developed and taught the Tribal Criminal Law and Procedure in-person and online
courses for the Bachelor of Arts in Law and Master of Legal Studies programs
e Recorded and edited my own video lectures at home when the Covid-19 pandemic closed
the campus
e Increased students’ general understanding of tribal governments’ criminal jurisdiction
over non-Indians and Indians, and as shaped by federal law

Teaching Fellow August 2017 — July 2022
e Teach 3-4 sections of Introduction to American Common Law Systems (“ACLS”) I and
IT (covering Contracts, Torts, and Real Property)
e Developed teaching and educational materials for ACLS Teaching Fellows and student
preceptors
e Developed and taught techniques to help students develop skills necessary for course
examination as well as bar examination success.

Professor of Practice - Acting Tribal Justice Clinic Director January 2019 — July 2019
e Directed and supervised Tribal Justice Clinic projects, including serving as Special
Prosecutor for the Pascua Yaqui Tribe
Reviewed, evaluated, and provided feedback on student assignments and tasks
Worked with students towards the Indigenous Peoples Law & Policy certificate



Office of Hawaiian Affairs Honolulu, HI
Governance Manager June 2014 — August 2017
e Designed and managed OHA'’s participation in self-determination and self-governance

activities so as to withstand legal scrutiny and reduce/eliminate legal liability.

e Conducted research on, wrote papers for, made policy recommendations to the Board of
Trustees, regarding Native Hawaiian self-determination and self-governance
Researched relevant international law principles and practice
Developed relationships and collaborated with various, experts, organizations, and
community stakeholders to advance self-determination and self-governance initiatives

William S. Richardson School of Law Honolulu, HI
Lecturer-in-Law August 2015 — May 2017
e Co-taught 3-credit federal Indian law course
e Helped students contextualize federal Indian law and relevant international law and
understand how both are relevant to Native Hawaiians
e Kept abreast of indigenous legal issues and incorporated developments into curriculum

Faculty Specialist October 2010 — May 2014
e Better ensured State government compliance with state law by organizing and managing
Native Hawaiian law training program for decision-makers, lawmakers and policymakers
e Increased the number of Native Hawaiian attorneys by designing and executing law
school recruitment program
e Managed and developed indigenous law advocates through the Hawai‘i Native American
Law Students Association’s Moot Court team (aka Native American Moot Court)

Community Outreach Fellow August 2008 - September 2010
e Organized and facilitated community meetings, pioneered new media outlets for
community outreach including blogs, live-streaming, and podcasts
e Surveyed and presented on legal and policy issues
e Developed educational materials and community outreach programs

Research Assistant May 2005 - May 2008
e Surveyed legal and policy issues and wrote memoranda
e Assisted in the coordination and development of symposia and conferences
e Conducted presentations on legal and policy issues

AWARDS, CERTIFICATES, MERIT-BASED SCHOLARSHIPS

Timberline High School’s 50 Notable Blazers (2020)

Employee of the Quarter Office of Hawaiian Affairs (2015)

Hawai‘i Employers Council Manager Training Certificate (2015)

Kiupa‘a Pono Na Pou: Office of Hawaiian Affairs Pou Kako‘o Training (2014)
‘Imi Na‘auao: Kamehameha Schools Merit-Based Scholarship (2013)
Pacific-Asian Legal Studies Certificate: Specialty in Native Hawaiian Law (2008)
Malamalama Award, Ulu Lehua Scholars (2008)
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e Second Place, Best Advocate, National Native American Law Students Association
Moot Court Competition (2008)
e Samuel Soifer Award for Social Justice (2006)

PUBLICATIONS

Book Chapters
Native Hawaiians and U.S. Law, in NATIVE HAWAIIAN LAW: A TREATISE (2d ed., MacKenzie,
Serrano, Sproat & Tuteur, eds., forthcoming 2025).

Articles
The Role of Human Rights in Advancing Justice for Native Hawaiians: Infusing Indigenous
Human Rights with Kanaka Maoli Values, 47 U. HAW. L. REV. 77 (2024).

We Are Who We Thought We Were: Congress’ Authority to Recognize a Native Hawaiian Polity
United by Common Descendancy, 13 ASIAN-PAC. L. PoL’Y J. 117, (2012) (with Swann
Nu‘uhiwa).

Editorials - Commentary

Law Recognizes Hawaiians as Indigenous People with Special Rights, HONOLULU CIV. BEAT,
September 18, 2015.

Law of Splintered Paddle Should Apply to Hawai ‘i’s Homeless, HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER,
February 6, 2014.

OHA Under Attack by Out-of-State Interests, HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER, November 18,
2012.

Resolve Claims Before Selling Ceded Lands, HONOLULU ADVERTISER, November 14, 2008.

Too Early to Determine Akaka Bill Impact, HONOLULU ADVERTISER, September 4, 2007 (with
Crowell, Hovey, Schlais, and Yaqoob).

WORKS IN PROGRESS

Examining Indigenous Self-Governance in the Hawaiian Kingdom-era: Acknowledging its
Implications for Kanaka Maoli Inherent Sovereignty Today

Decolonial Theories and Practices in International Law, in EDWARD ELGAR RESEARCH

HANDBOOK OF COMPARATIVE INTERNATIONAL LAW (Myslinska, Nicola, Isalovi¢ & Gouveéa,
eds., forthcoming 2026).
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Indigenous, Not Remedial: Reframing Kamehameha Schools Through an International Human
Rights Lens

DISCUSSIONS, LECTURES, AND PRESENTATIONS

Indigenous Self-Governance in the Hawaiian Kingdom and the Reassertion of Kanaka Maoli
Sovereignty Conference of Asian Pacific-American Law Faculty and Western Law Teachers of
Color Joint Conference. Works in Progress presenter. William S. Richardson School of Law,
Honolulu, Hawai‘i, June 29, 2025.

Rethinking Native Hawaiian Rights Law & Society Association annual meeting. Discussion
panel on new approaches to Native Hawaiian rights at the Hyatt Regency Chicago, Chicago,
[linois, May 25, 2025 (presenter).

The Role of Human Rights in Advancing Justice for Native Hawaiians : Infusing Human
Rights with Kanaka Maoli Values Doctoral dissertation defense. University of Arizona, James
E. Rogers College of Law, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, April 30, 2025 (via video conference).

E Ho‘ii ka Piko: The Hawaiian Diaspora and a Return to One’s Roots Maoli Thursday
discussion panel hosted by Ka Huli Ao Center for Excellence in Native Hawaiian Law at the
William S. Richardson School of Law, University of Hawai‘i at Manoa, Honolulu, Hawai‘i,
March 6, 2025 (moderator).

Native Hawaiian Self-Governance Guest lecturer to Native Hawaiian Rights course, taught by
Kapua Sproat and Melody MacKenzie. University of Hawai‘i, William S. Richardson School of
Law, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, November 21, 2024.

Akina v. Hawai‘i Invited guest speaker to Native Hawaiian Rights course, taught by Kapua
Sproat and Melody MacKenzie. University of Hawai‘i, William S. Richardson School of Law,
Honolulu, Hawai‘i, November 19, 2024.

Federal Indian Law & Tribal Law Guest lecture for the Introduction to American Law, taught
by Mark Levin. University of Hawai‘i, William S. Richardson School of Law. Honolulu,
Hawai‘i, October 11, 2024.

Native Hawaiian Self-Determination in the U.S. Guest lecture for Yale Law School’s
Indigenous Self-Government in the U.S. Constitutional Order seminar, taught by Gerald Torres
and James Campbell. Yale Law School. New Haven, Connecticut, October 3, 2024 (via video
conference).

Looking Back at Twenty Years of Excellence in Native Hawaiian Law Maoli Thursday
discussion panel hosted by Ka Huli Ao Center for Excellence in Native Hawaiian Law at the
William S. Richardson School of Law, University of Hawai‘i at Manoa, Honolulu, Hawai‘i,
September 5, 2024 (with MacKenzie).
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Meet Your 1L Professors First year law student orientation panel discussion. University of
Hawai‘i, William S. Richardson School of Law. Honolulu, Hawai‘i, August 20, 2024.

Indigenous Environmental Law: Understanding Sovereignty Webinar panel discussion with
Rebecca Tsosie, Matthew L.M. Fletcher, and James Campbell. American Bar Association, CLE
webinar, Section of Environment, Energy, and Resources. May 21, 2024.

APLPJ 25th Anniversary: APLPJ Through the Years Hawaiian Homes Commission Act and
Self-Governance panel discussion with Henderson Huihui. University of Hawai‘i, William S.
Richardson School of Law. Honolulu, HI, March 30, 2024.

Native Hawaiian Topics LAW: 920 Doctoral Law Student Discussion Panel. University of
Arizona, James E. Rogers College of Law. Tucson, Arizona, March 26, 2024.

Federal Indian Law & Tribal Law Guest lecture for the Introduction to American Law, taught
by Mark Levin. University of Hawai‘i, William S. Richardson School of Law. Honolulu,
Hawai‘i, October 20, 2023.

Meet Your 1L Professors First year law student orientation panel discussion. University of
Hawai‘i, William S. Richardson School of Law. Honolulu, Hawai‘i, August 15, 2023.

Indigeneity as a Legal Definition Incubator Session 1: Native Land & Justice with Jonathan
Skinner-Thompson and Dan Lewerenz. Loyola Marymount University, Loyola Law School.
Western People of Color Legal Scholarship Conference and Conference of Asian Pacific
American Law Faculty. Los Angeles, California, June 26, 2023.

Reimagining Economies in Hawai‘i International Day of Peace and Constitution Day panel
discussion. University of Hawai‘i, Matsunaga Institute for Peace and the William S. Richardson
School of Law. Honolulu, Hawai‘i, September 14, 2022 (via video conference).

Meet Your 1L Professors First year law student orientation panel discussion. University of
Hawai‘i, William S. Richardson School of Law. Honolulu, Hawai‘i, August 16, 2022.

International Law & Indigenous Health & Well-Being Guest lecture for the Public Health 673
course, taught by Lorinda Riley. University of Hawai‘i, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, March 29, 2022.

International Law & Rights of Indigenous Peoples Guest lecture for the Native Hawaiian
Rights course, taught by Melody MacKenzie and Kapua Sproat. University of Hawai‘i, William
S. Richardson School of Law, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, November 29, 2021.

Federal Indian Law & Tribal Law Guest lecture for the LAW 685 course, Introduction to U.S.

Legal Systems, taught by Andrew Shepherd. University of Arizona, James E. Rogers College of
Law, Tucson, Arizona, September 27, 2021.
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Federal Indian Law & Tribal Law Guest lecture for the Introduction to American Law, taught
by Mark Levin. University of Hawai‘i, William S. Richardson School of Law, Honolulu,
Hawai‘i, November 5, 2021 (via video conference).

Native Hawaiian Identity, Rights and Policy Issues Discussion panel hosted by the American
Bar Association Section of Civil Rights and Social Justice with David Kauila Kopper and Lenna
Aoki, moderated by Makalika Naholowa‘a. May 20, 2021 (via video conference).

Restorative Justice for Native Peoples: Stories from the Pacific and the U.S. Continent for a
Maoli Thursday discussion panel hosted by Ka Huli Ao Center for Excellence in Native
Hawaiian Law at the William S. Richardson School of Law, University of Hawai‘i at Manoa,
Honolulu, Hawai‘i, November 12, 2020 (via video conference) (with Aguon).

Ea: Expressions of Sovereignty Session 1: Thinking About Resurgence: Sovereignty,
Constitutionalism, and Self-Determination with Sébastien Brodeur-Girard and Michael Elliot.
Université Laval, Indigenous Sovereignties and Self-Determination: Tiayoriho’ten. National
Lawyers Guild Convention. Wendake, Quebec, October 24, 2019.

Native Hawaiian Self-Determination Workshop: Reparations and Self-Determination:
Implications for Cross-Group Solidarity and Broad-Based Social and Economic Transformation
with Olga Sanabria Davila and Carlton Waterhouse. National Lawyers Guild Convention.
Durham, North Carolina, October 18, 2019.

Fundamental Similarities: A History of Native Hawaiian Self-Determination and U.S.
Domestic Law Presentation to Law 631A - course on Federal Indian Law taught by Rebecca
Tsosie. University of Arizona, James E. Rogers College of Law, Tucson, Arizona, October 5,
2018.

Comparative Case Study: Native Hawaiians and Federal Indian Law Presentation to Law
631A - course on Federal Indian Law taught by Rebecca Tsosie. University of Arizona, James
E. Rogers College of Law, Tucson, Arizona, December 5, 2017.

Native Hawaiian Recognition and Federal Indian Law: Square Pegs and Round Holes?
Presentation for the Indigenous Peoples’ Law & Policy Program at the University of Arizona.
Tucson, Arizona, January 30, 2017

Federal Recognition: Next Step, Nation Building & Hawaiian Self Governance Workshop for
the Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs during its 57" annual convention. Las Vegas, Nevada,
November 15, 2016.

Kanaka Maoli Self-Governance Native Hawaiian self-determination and self-governance
discussion panel with Dr. Lilikala Kame‘eleihiwa and attorney Bill Meheula. ‘Ahahui o Hawai‘i,
Honolulu, Hawai‘i, October 22, 2015

Ka Mamalahoe Kanawai — The Law of the Splintered Paddle — How Kamehameha‘s Edict
Can Be Applied Today Presentation to Department of Education teachers. Courting Controversy:

6 of 7



Contemporary Issues & the Law — Homelessness. Hawai‘i Judiciary History Center, Honolulu,
Hawai‘i, July 6, 2015.

What is the Vision for Hawaiian Nation Building? Discussion panel with Kaipo Lum and
Tarcisius Kabutaulaka. Tenth Anniversary Hawai‘i Book and Music Festival, Honolulu,
Hawai‘i, May 2, 2015.

Native Hawaiian Sovereignty: Economic & Political Perspectives. Discussion panel with
Randall Akee and William K. Richardson. University of Hawai‘i at Manoa, Honolulu, Hawaii,
April 16, 2015.

He Ala Pono: A Path to Native Hawaiian Self-Determination Presentation to law school
community about Native Hawaiian nation-building. University of Hawai‘i at Manoa, Honolulu,
Hawai‘i, November 25, 2014.

Redressing Past Injustices Through Law and Legal Education Presentation to graduate
Sociology students. Sociology 3380: Cross-Cultural Relations, taught by Joseph Esser, Ph.D.
Hawai‘i Pacific University, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, November 12, 2013.

Nation-within-a-Kingdom: Aboriginal Rights in the Kingdom Presentation to Hawaiian
Studies 691: Sovereign Hawaiian State - Seminar on Hawaiian Kingdom Law, Governance and
Politics, taught by Kamana Beamer, Ph.D. University of Hawai‘i at Manoa, Honolulu, Hawai‘i,
October 16, 2013.

Ancient Hawaiian Law and Policy-making: Re-Thinking the Law of the Splintered Paddle
Session: Indigenous Food Systems and Sustainable Self-Determination: Connecting Theory,
Critique, and Practice. Native American and Indigenous Studies Association Annual
Conference, Saskatoon, Canada, June 13, 2013.

Native Hawaiian Legal Issues Concurrent Workshop, Access to Justice Conference, Access to
Justice Commission with Camille Kalama and Sharla Manley. Justice in Jeopardy : Expanding
Access to Justice in Challenging Economic Times, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, June 12, 2012.

We Are Who We Thought We Were: Congress’ Authority to Recognize a Native Hawaiian
Polity United By Common Descendancy Session: Ea: Multiple Meanings and Expressions of
Sovereignty, with Julian Aguon, Breann Swann Nu‘uhiwa, and Kapua Sproat. Law and Society
Association International Conference, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, June 8, 2012.

AFFILIATIONS

Hawai‘i State Bar Association #009677 (inactive status)

Pascua Yaqui Bar Association #10335

7 of 7



