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Assistant Professor of Law
University of Hawai‘i at Manoa, William S. Richardson School of Law
2515 Dole Street, Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96822
palaumcd@hawaii.edu | she/her/‘o ia

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS

University of Hawai‘i at Manoa, William S. Richardson School of Law
Assistant Professor of Law (tenure-track), 2024—Present

Courses: Water Law
Legal Writing I & 11
JUDICIAL CLERKSHIPS

Honorable Susan Oki Mollway, U.S. District Court for the District of Hawai‘i, 2023-2024
Honorable Richard R. Clifton, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, 20222023

PUBLICATIONS

Journal Articles

Language, Labor, and Power in Territorial Hawai ‘i (in progress)

Framing Restorative Environmental Justice, in Boston University Law Review (forthcoming
2026).
e Presented at the Fourth Annual Workshop for AAPI/MENA Women in the Legal
Academy, William & Mary Law School, October 24-26, 2024.

Farrington v. Tokushige: Language and Power in Hawai ‘i, in Western Legal History, the journal
of the Ninth Judicial Circuit Historical Society (forthcoming July 2025).
e Invited contributor for a symposium on Pierce v. Society of Sisters, 268 U.S. 510 (1925).

The Duty to Aloha ‘Aina: Indigenous Values as a Legal Foundation for Hawai i’s Public Trust
Doctrine, 57 Harvard Civil Rights-Civil Liberties Law Review 525 (2022) (with Kapua Sproat).

Comment, Blockchains and Environmental Self-Determination for the Native Hawaiian People:
Toward Restorative Stewardship of Indigenous Lands, 57 Harvard Civil Rights-Civil Liberties
Law Review 395 (2022).
e Seclected through the journal’s national writing competition
e SSRN Top Ten Download List for Indigenous Law (No. 2) and Environmental Law
(No. 6) topics.
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Comment, 4 Reckoning for “Rational” Discrimination: Rethinking Federal Welfare Benefits in
United States-Occupied Islands, 43 University of Hawai‘i Law Review 265 (2021) (with Sarah
Kelly, Patricia Senddo & Olivia Staubus).

Book Chapters

From Wai to Kanawai: Water Law in Hawai ‘i, in Native Hawaiian Law: A Treatise (Melody K.
Mackenzie, D. Kapua‘ala Sproat, Susan Serrano & Mahina Tuteur eds.) (forthcoming 2025)
(with Kapua Sproat).

Teaching Indigenous Perspectives in an Antiracist Law School Curriculum, in 4 Building an
Antiracist Law School, Legal Academy, and Legal Profession (Penn State Antiracist
Development Institute forthcoming 2025) (with Richard Chen).

Reports

The Urgent Call for a U.S. National Food Strategy (2020) (with Emily M. Broad Lieb, Laurie
Beyranevand, Esther Akwili, Cydnee Bence, Bradley Adams, Tessa Pulaski, Ali Ruxin & Ali
Schklair).

SELECTED LECTURES, PANELS, & PRESENTATIONS

Panelist, Writing the U.S. Empire Whole, Law and Society Association Annual Conference,
Chicago, Illinois, May 25, 2025.

Moderator, He Kuleana Ko ‘iko ‘i: Local Agency Service and Pilina, 1 Mana i ka Wai: Kukulu
Kahuwai Department of Hawaiian Home Lands Water Law and Leadership Training, April 14,
2025.

Presenter, Implementing the Hawaiian Homes Commission Act, 1 Mana i ka Wai: Kukulu Kahuwai
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands Water Law and Leadership Training, March 24, 2025.

Panelist, £ Ho ‘i i ka Piko: The Hawaiian Diaspora and a Return to One’s Roots, Maoli
Thursday Speaker Series, Ka Huli Ao Center for Excellence in Native Hawaiian Law, University
of Hawai‘i at Manoa William S. Richardson School of Law, March 6, 2025.

Presenter, Upper Level Writing Requirement, ULW Advice & Publishing with the Asian-Pacific
Law and Policy Journal, University of Hawai‘i at Manoa William S. Richardson School of Law,
February 18, 2025.

Presenter, Critical/Contextual Inquiry, Pii Pa‘akai: Second Year Seminar Edition, Ka Huli Ao
Center for Excellence in Native Hawaiian Law, University of Hawai‘i at Manoa William S.
Richardson School of Law, November 14, 2024.
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Presenter, Work in Progress: Framing Restorative Environmental Justice, Fourth Annual Asian
American Pacific Islander/Middle Eastern North African Women in the Legal Academy
Workshop, William & Mary Law School, October 25, 2024.

Guest Speaker, Native Hawaiian Rights Litigation, Indigenous Self-Government in the U.S.
Constitutional Order (ENV 772a), taught by Gerald Torres and James Campbell, Yale Law
School, November 7, 2024.

Moderator, Make‘e Pono Wai: Seeking Water Justice in Hawai‘i, Boards and Commissions
Training, Ka Huli Ao Center for Excellence in Native Hawaiian Law, University of Hawai‘i at
Manoa William S. Richardson School of Law, October 30, 2024.

Guest Speaker, Pohakuloa and Ching v. Case, Environmental Law (LWEV582), taught by
Richard Wallsgrove, University of Hawai‘i at Manoa William S. Richardson School of Law,
September 5, 2025.

EDUCATION

University of Hawai‘i at Manoa, William S. Richardson School of Law
1.D., summa cum laude, and Certificate in Native Hawaiian Law, 2022

Honors: CALI Excellence for the Future Awards (Highest Grade) in:
Critical Race Theory, Administrative Law, Pacific Island Legal Systems,
Emerging Hawai‘i Water Issues, Second-Year Seminar, Constitutional Law
I, Clean Energy Law and Policy, Contracts, Civil Procedure I

Best Overall Second-Year Seminar Paper, 2021
I received this award for my Second-Year Seminar paper, Blockchains and
Self-Determination for the Native Hawaiian People, which was chosen in
the Harvard Civil Rights-Civil Liberties Law Review’s national writing
competition for publication.

Amy C. Richardson Award for the Best Native Hawaiian Law Paper, 2021
I also received this award for Blockchains and Self-Determination for the
Native Hawaiian People.

Island Girl Foundation Fellowship, 2021

Advocates for Public Interest Law Grant, 2020

Activities:  Editor-in-Chief, University of Hawai i Law Review

Research Assistant to D. Kapua‘ala Sproat

Research Assistant to Andrea Freeman
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Teaching Assistant for Native Hawaiian Rights

Native Hawaiian Rights Clinician

University of Puget Sound
B.A., Classical Language (Latin), 2018

Honors: Best Thesis Presentation, Classics Department, 2018
Activities: Homeschool Latin Teacher, 2015-2018

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

Ninth Circuit Bar Association
Hawai‘i State Bar Association
Native Hawaiian Bar Association

Law and Society Association

INSTITUTIONAL SERVICE

Conference of Asian Pacific American Law Faculty / Western Law Teachers of Color
Conference Organizer, 2025

Ka Huli Ao Center for Excellence in Native Hawaiian Law Research Assistant Supervisor,
2024—ongoing

I Mana i ka Wai: Kukulu Kahuwai Department of Hawaiian Home Lands Water Law and
Leadership Training Faculty Supervisor, Spring 2025-ongoing

Clerkship Committee, 2024-2025
Curriculum Committee, 20242025

OTHER LEGAL EXPERIENCE

University of Hawai‘i at Manoa, William S. Richardson School of Law
Lecturer-in-Law, Lawyering Fundamentals 11, 2024

Lecturer-in-Law, Emerging Hawai‘i Water Issues (co-taught with Kapua Sproat), 2023
This writing-intensive course covers Hawai‘i-specific water law for second- and third-year
law students. Utilizing a case study of the Na Wai ‘Eha region of Central Maui, students
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learn the comprehensive legal regime governing the allocation and use of freshwater
resources in Hawai‘i and are introduced to Contextual Legal Analysis.

Honorable Jill A. Otake, U.S. District Court for the District of Hawai‘i
Judicial Extern, 2021

Harvard Law School Center for Health Law and Policy Innovation
Extern, Food Law and Policy Clinic, 2020



