ESTHER SUNGEUN YOO
University of Hawai‘i at Manoa, William S. Richardson School of Law
2515 Dole Street, Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96822
esyoo@hawaii.edu ¢ (808) 956-4092

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS

University of Hawai‘i at Manoa, William S. Richardson School of Law

Director of Refugee & Immigration Law Clinic, 2024—Present

Interim Director of Refugee & Immigration Law Clinic, 2022-2024

Assistant Professor of Law, 2024—Present

Visiting Assistant Faculty Specialist, 2022-2024

Lecturer in Law, 2022

Courses:  Immigration Clinic, Immigration Law, Lawyering Fundamentals Il, Second-Year
Seminar

University of Maine School of Law

Director of Academic Success, 2018-2019

Adjunct Professor, 2015

Courses: Legal Methods and Reasoning, Upper-Level Writing Seminar

EDUCATION

UCLA School of Law
J.D., 2013
Activities: UCLA Law Review, Senior Editor
David J. Epstein Program in Public Interest Law and Policy
First-Year Lawyering Skills, Writing Advisor
UCLA Law Fellows Program, Academy Scholar
Honors:  Order of the Coif
Sidley Austin Public Interest Law Fellowship
Equal Justice America Fellowship

Harvard University
A.B., Social Studies, cum laude, 2003
Honors:  John Harvard Scholarship for academic distinction
Radcliffe Fellowship for research on the Korean diaspora in China
Harvard College Research Program Grant for thesis research
Citation: Korean Language

JUDICIAL CLERKSHIP

U.S. District Court for the Central District of California, Los Angeles, California
Law Clerk to the Honorable Dolly M. Gee, 2014-2015
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SCHOLARLY PUBLICATIONS

Avoiding Conscription by the Immigration Bureaucracy: Resistance Through Storytelling
(work in progress).

POPULAR MEDIA

Interviewed in Annalisa Burgos, Maui Resident Shares Journey from Labor Trafficking
Victim to Immigrant Advocate, HAwWAII NEws Now, Aug. 2, 2024

Interviewed in Jamie Liew, Practising Immigration and Refugee Law in Hawai ‘i with Esther
Y00, MIGRATION CONVERSATIONS, May 25, 2024

Interviewed in Jay Fidell, Celebrating the Life of Clare Hanusz (Life in the Law), THINK
TECH HAWAII, Mar. 2, 2023

Interviewed for background information in Hannah Dreier, Alone and Exploited, Migrant
Children Work Brutal Jobs Across the U.S., NEw YORK TIMES, Feb. 25, 2023

Interviewed in Zoe Dyms, Maui County Immigration Services Division Will No Longer
Provide Accreditation Services, HAWAI‘I PuLIC RADIO, Nov. 29, 2021

Interviewed in Rolando Sanchez, DACA, KNDI RADIO 1270 AM (SPANISH LANGUAGE
HouR), June 21, 2020

Co-Author, Include Immigrants in Fight Against Coronavirus, HoNoLULU CivIL BEAT, Apr.
9, 2020

Interviewed in Annalisa Burgos, Immigrants in Hawai ‘i, KITV GOOD MORNING HAWAII,
Feb. 28, 2020

LECTURES, PANELS & PRESENTATIONS

Guest Lecturer, Introduction to U.S. Immigration Law, Law Study Tour for Japanese
Students and Faculty, William S. Richardson School of Law, March 2024

Moderator, Talk Story with Professor Reece Jones on “Nobody is Protected: How the Border
Patrol Became the Most Dangerous Police Force in the United States,” Law Library Talk
Story Series, William S. Richardson School of Law, Sept. 2023

Panelist, Professionalism: Why Racism, Cross-Cultural Competency and Bias Matter, Online
Student Orientation, William S. Richardson School of Law, Sept. 2023

Panelist, Professionalism: Why Racism, Cross-Cultural Competency and Bias Matter, 1L
Orientation, William S. Richardson School of Law, Aug. 2023
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Presenter, Affirmative Asylum Law, Continuing Legal Education Seminar, Refugee &
Immigration Law Clinic, William S. Richardson School of Law, May 2023

Moderator, The Legal Status of COFA Residents in the United States, Asian-Pacific Law &
Policy Journal Symposium, William S. Richardson School of Law, Mar. 2023

Presenter, Refugee & Human Rights in Hawai ‘i, Punahou School, Feb. 2023
Presenter, Crim-Imm Training, State of Hawai‘i Office of the Public Defender, July 2022

Co-Organizer, Working Together to Provide Immigration Legal Services to Low-Income
Clients, Hawai‘i Access to Justice Conference, June 2022

Panelist, Talks with Immigration Law Attorneys, Advocates for Public Interest Law, William
S. Richardson School of Law, Nov. 2021

Panelist, Working Together to Provide Immigration Legal Services to Low-Income Clients,
Hawai‘i Access to Justice Conference, June 2021

Presenter, The Supreme Court’s DACA Decision, Facebook Live of Senator Mazie Hirono,
June 2020

Panelist, International and Immigration Law Careers, Pacific and Asian Legal Studies
Program, William S. Richardson School of Law, Nov. 2019

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

The Legal Clinic, Honolulu, Hawai‘i
Senior Staff Attorney, 2019-2022

Berman Simmons, P.A., Lewiston, Maine
Litigation Associate, 2016-2018

Pierce Atwood LLP, Portland, Maine
Litigation Associate, 2015-2016

O’Melveny & Myers LLP, Century City, California
Summer Associate, Summer 2012; Litigation Associate, 2013-2014

Public Counsel, Los Angeles, California
Summer Law Clerk, Summer 2011

Youth Advocacy Project, Boston, Massachusetts
AmeriCorps VISTA, 2008-2009

American Academy of Arts & Sciences, Cambridge, Massachusetts
Assistant Editor, 2005-2008
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PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES & AFFILIATIONS

American Immigration Lawyers Association, Secretary of Hawai‘i Chapter, 2019—Present
U.S. Court of Appeals, Ninth Circuit, Admitted in 2019

U.S. District Court, District of Maine, Admitted in 2016

State Bar of Maine, Member, 2016—Present

State Bar of California, Member (inactive), 2013—Present



