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Law School’s $9.3 Million Clinical 
Building Dedicated With Blessings, 
Lei-Untying, Hope, and Gratitude

A
A CEREMONY THAT DEDICATED UH Law School’s airy and 
much-needed new Clinical Building on Friday, September 
6, 2019 concluded a long effort, and was highlighted by an 
Hawaiian blessing, a traditional maile lei-untying, and words 
of hope and gratitude. The celebration ended a 15-year quest 
for much-needed space to provide practical training for law 
students while simultaneously serving members of the com-
munity in need of access to justice.

UH President David Lassner called the new building yet 
another important way the Law School is committed to community service and em-
bedded in the community. “It will help us serve the people of Hawai‘i,” Lassner told a 
crowd of several hundred filling two classrooms. “How important this is to what we 

do at this great Law School.”
Dean Avi Soifer and Associate Dean 

of Academic Affairs Denise Antolini ex-
pressed their overwhelming gratitude to 
all those who had a part in the project, 
from its beginning more than a decade 
ago. “It takes a bazillion people to say 
‘yes’ to build a building,” said Antolini. 
“And it took all of them to say ‘yes’ thou-
sands of times.” 

Soifer told the assemblage that the 
new building is a continuation of what 
Richardson Law School has embodied 
from its start – “commitment to the com-
munity and serving those who need it.

“At the same time we’re serving, 
we’re teaching,” said Soifer. The build-
ing will house many of the dozen clinics 
that provide direct service to clients in 
the community, with law faculty guid-
ing students as they learn to work with 
real people on real problems.

Antolini guided the clinical building 
through numerous phases and obstacles 
and Honolulu attorney Mark Davis led 
the campaign to raise necessary funds 
from private donors and his Davis Levin 
Livingston law firm and foundation 
provided a $1 million leadership gift. 
Soifer was also praised for his calm 

UH President David Lassner praises 
the Law School for its important work 
in the community. 

NEW CLINICAL BUILDING e-news

ABOVE LEFT: Mapuana de Silva and Professor Melody MacKenzie ’76 offer a Hawaiian blessing. ABOVE RIGHT: Associate 
Dean Denise Antolini models the hardhat she wore for site inspections. BELOW: Invited guests, faculty, and students 
gather for a tour of the new building and Dean Soifer begins welcoming them in. The first to step across the threshold are 
the deans, Mark Davis and Julie Levine. 
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and resolute leadership in bringing the 
project to fruition.

Davis stressed the exceptional gen-
erosity of the legal community and he 
emphasized that the new building will 
be a place “where students learn to be 
lawyers – courtroom lawyers.” 

“The justice system is going to 
depend on things like this for students 
to learn how to deliver justice, and learn 
how to use the justice system,” he said. 
Within the pillars of our democracy, 
added Davis, “our law schools have a 
special responsibility … The courtroom 
remains a venue for civil discourse. To 
maintain a viable civil justice system 
this building is important.”

Davis also took the opportunity to 
praise Soifer, saying that the building 
“is a true testament to the extraordi-
nary job” he has done for the Richard-
son School of Law. Last spring, Soifer 
announced his retirement from the 

deanship when a successor is in place. 
But he has been teaching regularly and 
he will continue as a member of the Law 
School faculty.

The dedication began with kumu 
hula Māpuana de Silva of Hālau Mōhala 
‘Ilima, a Native Hawaiian cultural 
dance studio, and Richardson Profes-
sor Melody Kapilialoha MacKenzie ’76 
sprinkling water with a ti leaf from a 
koa wood bowl, in a traditional blessing. 
Garbed in flowing Hawaiian kikepa, 
they walked through the building bless-
ing the rooms, and calling on all of the 
ancestors through the waves of migra-
tion to Hawai‘i to imbue the building 
with intelligence, perspective and aloha 
– all qualities of good attorneys. And de 
Silva asked people to enter the building 
with aloha - kindness, sincerity, har-
mony, humility, modesty and persever-
ance – which she called the word’s full 
meaning. 

The $9.3 million project – which 
included over $2 million in philan-
thropic funds that paid for things like 
moveable partition walls, flooring, 
‘white boards,’ an advanced IT system, 
and sustainable features like the PV 
units on the roof - was a combined effort 
of the Law School, UH administrators, 
and the State Legislature that approved 
$500,000 in planning funds in 2006 and 
then provided funding and the autho-
rization of revenue bonds in 2013. The 
legislative package included $3.5 million 
in general obligation bonds backed by 
the state, and the innovative authoriza-
tion of $3.5 million provided by the Law 
School through a combination of tuition 
and philanthropy.

Julie Levine, the Law School’s 
Executive Director of Development, 
organized the campaign chaired by Da-
vis, which raised over $4 million from 
120 donors, including 13 law firms, and 

Attorney Mark Davis chaired the fundraising campaign and praised the legal community for its overwhelming generosity.

ABOVE TOP: Guests, including at left, Judge Barbara Richardson (ret.) and Professor Kapua Sproat, tour the building 
and greet friends. ABOVE MIDDLE: The building receives a traditional ti leaf blessing. BELOW: guests gather in the 
courtyard for refreshments, and AT RIGHT, Associate Deans Ronette Kawakami ’85 and Antolini with Dean Soifer and 
architect Chris Hong.
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4 foundations. Half of the funding was 
needed for the new building, with the 
remainder used to help refurbish areas 
in the existing building that are nearly 
40 years old.

Almost exactly three years ago – on 
September 30, 2016 – ground was bro-
ken for the new building that had first 
been envisioned by Dean Soifer soon 
after his arrival in 2003. In that ground-
breaking ceremony, Associate Dean An-
tolini spoke movingly of an even earlier 
dream of a third law building.

“Some of you may not know that CJ 
Richardson was personally involved in 
the early planning phase,” she told the 
crowd gathered under a large white tent 
in the parking lot that day. “He quietly 
told Avi and me that he had always en-
visioned a third law school building on 
this very spot. Dean Soifer and I might 
have been a little slow in catching up 
with CJ’s clear vision, but we are finally 
here, thanks to him, and all of you.”

Throughout the project UH Pres-
ident Lassner has been a supportive 
advocate, speaking of the critically  
important nature of legal training to 
afford Hawai‘i residents and non-resi-
dents alike the opportunity to become 
what proudly are called Richard-
son lawyers. For Soifer, too, the new 
building adds depth and breadth to the 
already powerful pro bono and commu-
nity service ethic so deeply embedded at 
Richardson.

Back in 2016, Antolini spoke of what 
this building, this “community hale,” 
will mean.  

“Looking 30 years ahead when this 
building is here but most of us will not 
be on this campus, I hope our succes-
sors will say that this project truly 
improved the university and our Island 
community. Despite our very large 
personal and professional investment in 
getting this building off the ground, it’s 
really not about us. It’s about building a 
sustainable future for our students who 

will serve others, with professionalism 
and aloha, here in Hawai‘i and around 
the world.”

At the formal dedication on Septem-
ber 6, she added, “A sustainable campus 
is more important than ever,” telling 
the crowd that the new building will 
achieve Gold LEED status. For instance, 
the PV panels on the roof will generate 
30 percent of the building’s power needs 
through the shared UH power grid. 
The building also has a bioswale system 
that uses natural rainwater to water 
native shrubs planted around the new 
building.

The architect, Chris Hong, and con-
tactor, F&H Construction of Maui, were 
part of the Law School’s determination 
to create a sustainable, state-of-the-art 
building that is, light, open, flexible, and 
agile. Rooms can be easily reconfigured 
with foldable, moveable walls that en-
large or contract the spaces.  “It’s more 
collaborative, with the rooms designed 
so you can see what’s going on, and run 
into each other, to catch the wave to a 
new style of legal practice,” Antolini has 
explained.

 The building has multiple addi-
tional innovative features including 
double-paned and delicately tinted 
windows to reflect heat, a specialized 
skylight two stories overhead that fills 

the lobby with natural light, and sound-
proof interview rooms offering privacy 
to community members served by the 
increasingly robust clinical program. 

 Thousands of hours of free legal as-
sistance are provided annually to some 
of the state’s most vulnerable people 
including elders, veterans, youths, im-
migrants, prisoners, and families living 
at or below poverty levels.

Two rooms on the second floor will 
house the Hawai‘i Innocence Project, a 
student-staffed clinic with the mission 
of exonerating factually innocent incar-
cerated individuals. Another two rooms 
will provide space for the Medical-Legal 
Partnership for Children, which offers 
free legal assistance through Kokua Ka-
lihi Valley Comprehensive Family Ser-
vices, while it also provides law students 
the opportunity to work directly with 
clients, doctors, and other professionals 
as they learn practical skills.

Molly Olds ’20, a student who works 
on cases with the Innocence Project 
clinic, says the new building “is import-
ant for our clients. It will offer us more 
space, and privacy to work on their cas-
es.” She added, “It’s important to have 
this space for outreach to the communi-
ty. We meet with families.”

Taylor Brack ’19, who graduated 
from the Law School last spring and 
is now a Law Fellow in the Refugee 
& Immigration Clinic, echoed those 
thoughts. “It’s important to have a space 
that’s welcoming for students and for 
clients,” said Brack. “I’m very excited 
about that, and the new space for our 
clinic.” 

The two-story building includes: 2 
classrooms; 4 interview/skills rooms; 
9 offices, 1 break room; 3 all-gender 
bathrooms; a service Xerox and event 
prep room; and an atrium. It is connect-
ed to the main law school building by an 
elevated walkway. 

“It’s important to 
have this space for 
outreach to the 
community.”

ABOVE LEFT: Professor Tai-Ung Baik greets guests, and RIGHT, Spencer Kimura admires the ‘white board’ surfaces in 
each room. MIDDLE: A guest records some of the plaques that honor donors and were created by graphic designer Kristin 
Lipman. BELOW: Antolini welcomes Associate Justice Sabrina McKenna ’82 and Professor Daniel Barnett. And guests 
and faculty gather in the open lobby below a two-story atrium skylight.
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LEFT and ABOVE: Construction by the Maui company F&H Construction begins in September of 2016 for the $9.3 million 
project funded by bond issues approved by the 2013 Legislature, plus $2 million in Law School philanthropy. Dean Avi 
Soifer and Associate Dean of Academic Affairs Denise Antolini inspect the structure as the Clinical Building rises in the 
nextdoor parking lot. BELOW: The finished walkway that connects the original Law School building with the new Clinical 
Building on the second floor level.

The Clinical  
Building 

Progress in Photos:  
2016-2019
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ABOVE: As the building takes shape, a carved decorative screen by Cunningham Cabinets from solid mango wood is 
installed in the lobby. Law School faculty and staff have a chance to tour the partially finished building. BELOW: Associ-
ate Dean Antolini with building architect Chris Hong, originally with Group 70, and now with English Hong Architecture, in 
front of the finished building, 2019. 

AT RIGHT AND ABOVE: The finished building in day-
light and at twilight. BELOW: Antolini, Julie Levine, 
Executive Director of Development for the Law 
School, and attorney Mark Davis of Davis Levin 
Livingston, whose firm and foundation committed 
a $1 million leadership gift and who chaired the 
fundraising campaign that paid for furnishings and 
much of the building’s interior needs.
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UH Law School 2019  
Commencement Honors Graduates 
and the Host Culture

IN A COMMENCEMENT DAY that highlighted Hawaiian language, 
chant, and hula, Hawai‘i social justice activist Kim Coco Iwamoto 
challenged a new generation of law graduates to fight to protect the 
legal rights of the most vulnerable among us.

“Education is an investment that goes beyond a bottom line,” said 
Iwamoto who has fought to strengthen civil rights for outsiders for 30 
years. Describing the discrimination suffered by those in the LGBTQ 
community, she explained that she was inspired to earn a law degree 
back in 2000. When she was first elected to the Hawai‘i Board of 

Education in 2006, Iwamoto became the highest-ranking openly transgender elected 
official in the country.

After tracing her own journey to activism for the 82 graduates who earned their 
JD degrees, and five who earned LLM degrees, Iwamoto was joined by other inspira-
tional speakers. All encouraged the Class of 2019 to hold to their own values, to never 
forget who they are, and to find their own committed place in the legal community.

“Grab hold of your heart and you’ll 
find your place in a crazy, beautiful life,” 
advised Professor Nicholas Mirkay, who 
was chosen as the faculty speaker by the 
graduating class. “Embrace what makes 
you unique and different,” he told the 
graduates. “Trust that the right people 

will come into your life when you need 
them. Stand up for things you believe 
in, and for those who can’t stand up for 
themselves.”

Student speakers reflected directly 
on the example set by Chief Justice Wil-
liam S. Richardson for his own time – 
and for the future—and vowed to carry 
that legacy forward.

C O N T I N U E D O N PA G E 1 5

Graduate Kaitlyn Mark and her family 
take photos in the courtyard.

“Grab hold of your 
heart and you’ll find 
your place in a crazy, 
beautiful life.”
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Commencement day is joyful for 
graduates and their families,  as they 
celebrate with a champagne toast, 
and a gathering in the courtyard  
before ceremonies in Andrews  
Amphitheater.

“‘CJ’ challenged the status quo,” 
said Rachel James, representing 
graduates from the Evening Part-Time 
Program, who called themselves ‘The 
Night-Walkers.’ “He asked what would 
Hawai‘i be if there were more people of 
color trained in the law.” Invoking the 
2018 Law School graduation speaker, 
Nainoa Thompson, James spoke of law 
graduates as way-finders who discern 
where they are, and who discern what is 
needed to navigate in the future.

Fittingly, as Associate Dean Ronette 
Kawakami pointed out, several ferry 
terns, also known as Navigator Birds, 
kept swooping gracefully overhead 
during the outdoor ceremony held at 
Andrews Amphitheater.

Innovations the graduating class 
suggested included printing the Com-
mencement program for the first time 
in Hawaiian as well as in English, with 
English translations of several Hawai-
ian chants next to the original Native 
Hawaiian versions. Several spoke on 
behalf of their class in both English and 

Hawaiian, and the ceremony deeply 
honored the host culture, including ‘oli 
and a lovely hula performed by members 
of the class.

Graduates also pledged to carry 
on the values of a Richardson lawyer, 
including humility, respect for other 
cultures, the commitment to defend the 
rights of the oppressed.

“Being a leader is what a Richardson 
attorney is all about,” said V. Lu‘ukia 
Nakanelua, who presented the student 
address on behalf of the full-time pro-
gram. “Go forth into the unknown and 
be fearless.”

“Respect, trust,  
and hold close all  

of your peers.”

C O N T I N U E D O N PA G E 1 8
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Cathy Hite from the Solomon Is-
lands gave the Master of Laws address, 
quoting from Nelson Mandela, as she 
declared: “‘Education is the most pow-
erful weapon you can use to change the 
world.’” 

Graduates Caitlin Moon and Keali‘i 
Sagum served as emcees and presented 
the Class gift to the Law School. Barba-
ra Richardson, Deputy Chief Judge of 
the District Court (ret.), who repre-
sented the Richardson family, formally 
introduced the class to the audience 
of more than 1,000 friends and family, 
and urged the graduates to “seek justice 
even in these unsettling times.”

In the spirit of her father, she 
advised, “Know that kindness goes a 
long way” and, she continued, “Respect, 
trust, and hold close all of your peers.”

During the traditional champagne 
toast before the public ceremony, Dean 
Avi Soifer praised the class as innova-
tive and cohesive and spoke movingly 
of the “remarkable Class of 2019” who 
not only supported each other through 
the arduous years of law school, but who 
offered innovative and environmental-
ly-friendly ideas the Law School will 
carry forward.

The ceremonial Commencement 
day included other recent customs, 
including a Keiki Diploma Ceremony, 
during which 13 children of graduates, 
including a three-month–old, received 
their own diplomas for assisting mom or 
dad through Richardson.

Evening Part-Time Program 
graduate David Hooper, who works as 
a behavioral therapist, summed up the 
challenges the graduates face with a 
‘Game of Thrones’ quote: “We are the 
sword in the night, and the shield that 
guards the realms of men,’” he said. “If 
we don’t, no one else will.”

Above: Ryan McDermott celebrates.  Below: From left, graduates Kenory Khuy, 
Lu‘uikia Nakanelua and Ku‘upuamae‘ole Kiyuna celebrate as graduates gather 
in the courtyard.

DEAN AVI SOIFER

UH Law Dean Avi Soifer Announces 
Retirement from Deanship  
But Will Continue His Teaching

DEAN AVIAM ‘AVI’ SOIFER, who has 
taken the UH Law School through two 
successful re-accreditations and a major 
facility expansion that added a new $9.3 
million Clinical Building, announced his 
retirement this spring during meetings 
with the Law School staff and faculty 
members.

Soifer, who has served as dean of the 
William S. Richardson School of Law 
since 2003, said he is leaving “a fantastic 
job I love” - but added that it is time to 
let someone else have this wonderful 
opportunity.

“Someone else will bring fresh ideas 
and a new perspective as dean at our 
wonderful Law School,” Soifer said. 
“Our school is in a very good place, 
and I believe I am handing it off at the 
right time. It is the Law School faculty 
and staff who really are the ones who 
have maintained and shaped our many 
successes.

“We have a remarkably broad and 
deep faculty, with particular expertise 
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not only in basic law school courses but 
also in international and comparative 
law, environmental law, practical clin-
ical law, business law, indigenous law, 
and the law of countries in Asia and the 
Pacific - all of which are of increasing 
importance throughout the world.”

A 13-member search committee 
to find a new dean is being chaired by 
Noreen Mokuau, dean of the Myron B. 
Thompson School of Social Work. The 
group was expected to choose finalists 
over the summer, and to begin bringing 
candidates to the Law School for intro-
ductions this fall, with a choice expect-
ed soon thereafter.

Soifer said he will remain in the 
deanship during the dean search, and 
he will continue to teach after new lead-
ership is in place. Soifer is an authority 
on constitutional law, and he has taught 
courses in this and many other areas 
throughout his 16 years at Richardson.

He has regularly published articles 
about current constitutional law issues 
as well as on American legal history. His 
book, Law and the Company We Keep, 
is an account of the often overlooked 
importance of voluntary and involun-
tary groups in individual lives as well as 
in legal culture. Most recently, he has 
published articles and book chapters 
about constitutional law decisions as 
well as about slavery, peonage, and the 
Thirteenth Amendment.

During Soifer’s tenure, the Law 
School made dramatic advancements in 
programs, funding, and faculty and stu-
dent excellence. Associate Dean Denise 
Antolini calls him both “a gentleman 
and a scholar” who has “forged strong 
professional connections with the bench 
and the bar, expanded the horizons 
and breadth of the school’s top-notch 
faculty, and increased the opportunities 
for students and graduates to practice in 
Hawai’i, across the U.S., and abroad.”

“His deanship has transformed the 
Law School into a nationally recognized 
center of excellence in legal education,” 
continued Antolini. “Avi has led the Law 
School to a very solid foundation today 
- creating new programs, enhancing 
existing programs, boosting enrollment, 
enhancing bar passage rates, setting up 
a resilient budget, and generating record 
fundraising.”

Professor David L. Callies, an 
authority on land use and real prop-
erty law who holds the Law School’s 

Benjamin A. Kudo Chair, praised Soifer 
as “the perfect Dean for this time – an 
experienced dean, scholar, and teacher.

“He was widely recruited else-
where,” said Callies, “and when I 
attended the annual meeting of the 
American Law Institute (a prestigious 
national law reform group) shortly after 
Avi’s appointment was announced, 
everyone wanted to know how we man-
aged to attract someone of his caliber to 
our school.”

Soifer joined the UH Law School 
after serving as a dean and professor 
at Boston College Law School, and he 
has led the UH school through a period 
of major growth. During his deanship 
the Richardson Law School added its 
Evening Part-Time Program, Ka Huli 

Ao—the Center for Excellence in Native 
Hawaiian Law, its own Summer School, 
its innovative January Term, and a 
number of joint degrees and multidisci-
plinary UH programs.

Professor Melody Kapilialoha Mack-
enzie ’76, who led the Ka Huli Ao Center 
from its launch in 2005 until 2018, and 
who also stepped in as Acting Dean 
during a recent sabbatical by Soifer, 
calls him “an amazing dean” who has 
increased the Law School’s visibility in 
the community, supported innovative 
programs, and led the school through 
both difficult and joyous times.

“Most significant for me,” said 
MacKenzie, who was a member of the 
school’s first graduating class, “has 
been his unwavering support for the 
Native Hawaiian and Pacific island 
communities and his successful efforts 
to establish Ka Huli Ao Center for Ex-
cellence in Native Hawaiian Law  ….  He 
has held true to CJ Richardson’s vision 
for the Law School as a place that seeks 
to provide an excellent legal education, 
and advance justice for all of Hawai’i’s 
people.”

Soifer also led the creation of several 
clinics and public service projects and 
the Pacific Islands Legal Institute, ad-
ministered by and funded through the 
Ninth Circuit Pacific Islands Commit-
tee, which provides training for Pacific 
Island judges with little or no legal 
training. 

Soifer likes to point to Richardson’s 
welcoming atmosphere, the mutual 
support provided by faculty and stu-
dents, and the sense that students are 
members of an ‘ohana that is unique in 
American legal education. He empha-
sizes that it is the faculty and staff, 
as well as the students and alumni, 
who deserve the credit for the warm 
atmosphere that makes the Law School 
exceptional. 

“Richardson students actually enjoy 
law school and they genuinely look out 

for one another,” Soifer said. Those most 
helpful to their peers may win the “Red 
Sox” award for kindness, appropriately 
named after his favorite baseball team.

Much of that atmosphere is en-
hanced by Soifer’s administrative style 
and the style of his leadership. The new-
ly-finished clinical and trial advocacy 
building facilitates a major expansion of 
the school’s clinical training program 
and will more fully serve vulnerable 
members of the community, while 
offering students additional hands-on 
experience with real clients.

“Our Law School remains a place 
where people do not forget where they 
come from, while we also recognize and 
celebrate our unprecedented diversity,” 
Soifer has said. “We never want our 
strong sense of community to change, 
and it is encouraging when we are 
recognized nationally for the diversity 
we prize.”

The Jurist-in-Residence program 
has also thrived under Soifer and 
brought Supreme Court Justices, in-

cluding most recently Associate Justices 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Sonia Sotomayor, 
and the late Antonin Scalia, for a week 
of teaching and talking story with law 
students and faculty. The program is 
now mirrored by a newer International 
Jurist-in-Residence program, which this 
year brought to campus Justice Emman-
uel Ugirashebuja, president of the East 
African Court of Justice.

During Soifer’s tenure, Richardson 
Law has consistently earned high marks 
among ranking agencies and in national 
magazine surveys. Just recently it was 
given the top grade of A+ by National 
Jurist magazine as the 4th best law 
school in the nation for diversity. In 
the past year alone, Richardson was 
named one of the nation’s “best” 169 
law schools by The Princeton Review, 
which in 2018 also scored Richardson 

Law School staff and fellow deans  
applaud Dean Avi Soifer as they 
gather to honor him with an informal 
party after his announcement. Dean Soifer leads the procession 

toward the 2019 commencement 
ceremony.

“Avi has led  
the Law School to  
a very solid  
foundation today.”
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DEAN AVI SOIFER

as first in the nation in terms of having 
the “Greatest Resources for Minority 
Students.”

The Princeton Review also ranked 
Richardson as 4th nationally for having 
the “Most Diverse Faculty” and 10th as 
the law school “Most Chosen by Older 
Students.” The U.S. News & World Re-
port’s annual national rankings for 2019 
moved up the Law School’s Evening 
Part-Time program to rank within the 
Top 25 among all law schools.

Additionally, in two of the first three 
years of competition, it was a Richard-
son student chosen as a “National Law 
Student of the Year” by National Jurist 
and preLaw magazines: first Katherine 
‘Kaki’ Vessels ‘16, and then Mahesh 
Cleveland ‘18.

Ronette Kawakami ’85, Associ-
ate Dean for Student Services, called 
Soifer a person who cares deeply about 
students and whose door is always open 
to listen to problems, discuss issues, or 
offer guidance and praise to students, 
faculty, and staff alike.

“He is always available to help, as-
sist, give advice or suggest alternatives,” 
said Kawakami. “And he’s also a person 
who throws himself into the spirit of 
everything at the Law School, from 
dressing up like a wizard on Halloween 
to delight the keiki at the annual Law 
School Halloween party, to rooting 
for the two women’s teams during the 
yearly Ete Bowl, the school’s famous 
flag football game between women law 
students and women graduates.”

Assistant Professor Troy J.H. 
Andrade ’11, who heads the Ulu Lehua 
Scholars Program, can attest to that, 
saying that Soifer has continued the 
school’s vision as a model of excellence, 
leadership, service, and aloha.

“As a student, then an alumnus, and 
now a colleague, I can unequivocally 
say that Dean Soifer has ensured the 
success of our Law School for the last 
16 years. In his quiet, yet very effective 

way, he helped lay the groundwork to 
ensure the expansion and success of 
various programs and initiatives. In do-
ing so, and like a true leader, he always 
shied away from the limelight and gave 
credit to others. We should all aspire to 
be like him.”

While other law schools suffered 
cutbacks and retrenchment as legal edu-
cation became more expensive and jobs 
less available in the wake of the 2008 
financial crisis, Richardson actually 
expanded with new programs, and con-

tinued to attract students from around 
the world. In 2014 - a year which saw 
enrollments tumble at many Mainland 
schools - Richardson logged its highest 
enrollment ever, with 145 students in 
the incoming fall class. The average 
annual enrollment is typically closer to 
100 students.

Third-year law student Ian F. Tapu 
’20, incoming president of the Student 
Bar Association, counts himself lucky 
to be at Richardson during Soifer’s 
deanship, and because of the standards 
set by CJ Richardson which Soifer has 
exemplified.

“While we are sad to hear that he 
will be retiring,” said Tapu, “we are also 
grateful that we were one of the last 
classes to be under his leadership. He has 

been so integral to our development as 
the future of Hawai‘i’s legal community.”

Graduate Miranda C. Steed ’19, 
speaks of how Soifer cares about each of 
the school’s students, and how his time 
at Richardson will resonate for students 
for years to come.

“When a group of environmental 
law students wanted to travel to Poland 
for the UN Climate Change Summit, 
he supported and believed in us despite 
the many logistical hurdles to overcome 
to get there,” said Steed. “Dean Soifer’s 
calm and steady leadership has made 
Richardson a welcoming school full of 
opportunity.”

Soifer has always viewed the Law 
School’s role not just as a legal training 
ground for the next generation of attor-
neys, but also a training ground for their 
commitment to social justice and as a 
means to improve access to justice for 
those less fortunate in the larger com-
munity. Since the 2008 founding of the 
Hawai’i Access to Justice Commission, 
the Law School has hosted an annual 
conference bringing together leadership 
from the Hawai‘i legal, governmental, 
and non-profit sectors, as well as bring-
ing major speakers from the continent 
to share ideas and strategies.

At the June 2019 conference, Soifer 
was surprised with proclamations in his 
honor by the Commission, the Hawai‘i 
Legislature, and the Hawai‘i Supreme 
Court.

Soifer is a 1972 graduate of Yale Law 
School, and he also earned bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees from Yale Univer-
sity. He helped create a clinical program 
in which law students represented 
mentally ill residents of the largest state 
hospital in Connecticut, and he served 
as editor of the Yale Law Journal and a 
director of the Law School Film Society.

Soifer is married to award-win-
ning documentary filmmaker Marlene 
Booth, an instructor in film at UH. They 
have two grown children.

“Dean Soifer’s  
calm and steady  
leadership has  

made Richardson  
a welcoming  
school full of  
opportunity.”

ABOVE: There were momentous occasions during Dean Soifer’s tenure, including several visits by U.S. Supreme Court 
Associate Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg as part of the Jurist in Residence program. In above photo, she stands with Dean 
Soifer and Law School namesake CJ William S. Richardson. Next to her is her late husband, Martin D. Ginsburg, who 
passed away in 2010. TOP AND BELOW:  Dean Soifer was always ready to join the fun – by presenting keiki diploma certif-
icates to the children of graduates just before commencement exercises each year, and by dressing up on Halloween to 
delight the children.
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Bringing Legal Help to Women  
and Children Refugees at the  
Texas-Mexico Border 

INSIDE THE BARBED WIRE FENCE that encloses a detention center on 
the dusty Texas prairie by the border town of Dilley, a three-year-old 
boy was drawing tiny circles with colored markers as he sat with his 
mother in a sterile prison-like room.

Next to him in the windowless interview room, where volunteer 
attorneys from across the country hear terrifying stories told by 
refugees, Hawai‘i law student Andres Tobar ‘19 leaned toward the 
child and added another circle to the boy’s timid drawing.  Simul-

taneously Tobar was translating into 
Spanish the words of UH Law School 
Associate Dean Ronette Kawakami ’85, 
as Kawakami helped prepare the child’s 
mother for her interview as the mother 
sought asylum in the United States. 

“After 27 years as a Deputy Public 
Defender I thought I was used to inter-
viewing witnesses or clients because 
everyone has the most heartbreaking 
stories,” said Kawakami, who joined the 
Law School six years ago as Associate 
Dean for Student Services. “But I wasn’t 
ready for these stories that you just don’t 
hear in Hawai‘i.” 

Kawakami had gone to the infamous 
Dilley detention center with Tobar last 
fall to offer pro bono legal assistance for 
people caught in one of the nation’s most 
heart-wrenching, ongoing human dra-
mas. Legal preparation often makes the 
difference when asylum-seekers finally 
come before an interview officer.

After Tobar and Kawakami re-
turned, they shared their experiences as 
volunteers at the detention center with 
Richardson students and faculty, paint-
ing a vivid picture of how hundreds of 
mothers and children are being held 
while they await adjudication for asy-

lum. Some families have been recently 
reunited, but many are still separated.

Their week in Dilley, from October 
27- November 2, 2018, was a riveting 
example of real-world lawyering for 
Tobar, who grew up in San Francisco. 
His mother is from Mexico and his fa-
ther from Ecuador. Tobar translated for 

several daily group orientation sessions 
with as many as 30 people, as well as 
for the many one-on-one interviews 
Kawakami conducted each day with 
mothers seeking asylum. 

“Our job was to have them tell us 
their story so that we understood from 
a legal perspective what they should 
emphasize before the interview officer,” 
said Tobar. “Because they had not been 
processed yet, their status was ambigu-
ous. They are within our borders but not 
technically allowed to stay.

“They are asylum-seekers, detained 
at the border, and going through the 
process inside the United States. We saw 
everything from babies up to children 
who are almost adults. This is one of the 
huge issues we tried to address – the 
separation of families.” 

Often, said Kawakami, she tried to 
reduce the family’s fear, and to have 
women describe exactly what it was 
they were fleeing from, asking questions 

such as ‘Is it a family member? Why 
don’t the police help you? Did you report 
it? Why can’t you just move to another 
town?’ 

“The gangs are the police,” said 
Kawakami. “The corruption is so per-
vasive and deep that the police won’t do 
anything. You can tell by the reactions 
of these women that they’re not making 
it up. Their tears are real, when telling 
about the most horrific things they went 
through.”

Kawakami and Tobar joined the 
volunteers at the border town under the 
auspices of the Dilley Pro Bono Project 
Immigration Justice Campaign, which 
has brought attorneys from around the 
country to assist refugees and those 
seeking asylum. Organizers ask that 

volunteers make arrangements ahead 
of time so that they can receive training 
videos about how best to help. (Informa-
tion is available at immigrationjustice.
us)

Before heading for Texas, Kawaka-
mi created an Immigration Research 
Group of interested Richardson 
students to learn as much about the 
detention center and the immigration 
crisis as possible. She read immigration 
cases, watched training videos, and 
even signed up for Spanish lessons. 
With Tobar - who had already taken a 
Law School class in immigration law - 
as a Spanish speaker, and as part of the 
Richardson team, and with Richardson 
graduate Kay Lorraine Bate ’17 already 
on the ground volunteering in Texas, 

The entrance road to the detention center taken from outside the barbed 
wire fence.

Looking through the fence to the 
immigrant detention center in  
Dilley, Texas.

“Their tears are  
real, when telling 
about the most  
horrific things they 
went through.”



26  |  W I L L I A M  S .  R I C H A R D S O N  S C H O O L  O F  L AW W I L L I A M  S .  R I C H A R D S O N  S C H O O L  O F  L AW  |    27  

e-news e-newsSTORY TITLEREFUGEES

Kawakami’s request to help moved 
forward.

“I had gone to the Dean and told 
him what I wanted to do, and he in-
stantly said ‘That’s great. Take a student 
with you,’” said Kawakami. “And Kay 
was sending hypothetical issues for 
us to research and the students were 

‘briefing’ cases and sending them back 
to her.” 

By late September 2018 Kawakami 
finally heard when she and Tobar could 
arrive, and they flew into San Anto-
nio, rented a car, and drove to Dilley.  
Even with all of their preparation, they 
were not ready for their overwhelming 
emotions. “I thought I was tough,” said 
Kawakami. “It was a very sobering 
experience - but I would go back in a 
heartbeat.” 

While the experience left Tobar 
very emotional, he was also grateful for 
what volunteers are able to offer those 
confined. “It’s emotionally heavy,” he 
said, “but that’s balanced by a lot of 
good work and by all the aloha from the 
volunteers coming in.”

None of the volunteers is allowed to 
take photographs inside the camp or of 

the people they assist, said Kawakami. 
Nor were they allowed to touch the 
people with whom they worked.

When it was time to leave, the young 
boy drawing circles dutifully returned 
the notebook and colored markers he 
was using – the refugees are not allowed 
to receive even the smallest of gifts. 

“There’s no hugging,” said Kawaka-
mi. “At the end of every interview I 
asked Andres to tell them in Spanish 
that ‘We’re not allowed to embrace you, 
it’s not permitted, but we’re embracing 
you with our hearts.’” 

Andres Tobar ’19 and Associate Dean 
Ronette Kawakami ’85, preparing to 
board their flight home after provid-
ing legal assistance to immigrants at 
the Texas detention center.

“Our job was to  
have them tell us 
their story so that  
we understood  
from a legal  
perspective.”

First African  
Justice Visits
As International  
Jurist-in-Residence
BY DIANE CHANG

AN INTERNATIONAL 

JUSTICE  known for 
his deep apprecia-
tion of environmen-
tal issues and for 
protecting the rights 
of indigenous peo-

ples visited the William S. Richardson 
School of Law in early March.

The Honorable Emmanuel Ugi-
rashebuja, president of the East African 
Court of Justice, served as the Law 
School’s 2019 International Ju-
rist-in-Residence, representing the first 
participant from Africa. 

His March 7 talk story, “Judges, the 
ABOVE: The Honorable Emmanuel Ugirashebuja, 
president of the East African Court of Justice, and 
his children, help plant a native tree to honor their 
visit to the Law School.
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Environment and Indigenous People: 
The Judiciary in Creating a Safe and 
Just Place for Humanity,” addressed the 
bigger impact on indigenous peoples so 
the judicial arm of government needs to 
“create a safe and just world.

“There must be equity,” he said, 
when it comes to protecting the envi-
ronment, dealing with climate change, 
and counteracting a general lack of 
respect for their rights. 

 

“When in doubt, judicial decisions 
should be in favor of the environment,” 
he believes. “For example, due to envi-
ronmental degradation, rain patterns 
have been disrupted and indigenous 
people are being impacted detrimen-
tally.”

Ugirashebuja is from Rwanda and is 
serving as president of the East African 
Court of Justice in Arusha, Tanzania, 
for a seven-year term until 2021.

In an interview with Hawai’i Public 
Radio’s The Conversation during his 
visit, he said that, while it is common 
to refer to the mass slaughter of Tutsi 
in Rwanda during the Rwandan Civil 
War as  “the Rwandan genocide,” that 
descriptor is not accurate. 

“You have to go back to the defi-
nition of genocide, which is that it has 
to be aimed at exterminating a given 
group of people,” said Ugirashebuja. 
“Therefore, it is more accurate to refer 
to it as the “genocide against the Tutsis 

in Rwanda” instead of the Rwandan 
genocide.

Ugirashebuja previously served as 
dean of the University of Rwanda Law 
School and as a member of the Rwan-
dan Superior Council of Judiciary and 
Supreme Council of Prosecution. An 
expert and arbitrator in national and 

international arbitrations, he has writ-
ten numerous academic and conference 
papers.

He has law degrees from the former 
National University of Rwanda and a 
PhD from the University of Edinburgh 
in the United Kingdom.

During his visit to Honolulu, 

President Ugirashebuja met with the 
Hawai’i Supreme Court; lawyers and 
UH law school students, faculty and 
staff; as well as Kaiser High students in 
the school’s International Baccalaureate 
Diploma Programme. 

“There must  
be equity.”

Faculty and staff of the Law School gather in the courtyard to say goodbye 
to their visitor from Africa as part of the International Jurist in Residence 
program.
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Law Students Step Up 
in Court For Deployed Military  
Personnel 

SERVICE MEMBERS WHO LEAVE the 
Islands on sudden deployments are 
now getting help from UH law students 
appearing on their behalf in disputed 
security deposit cases. It’s part of a new 
partnership with the State Judiciary, 
Navy JAG Corps, and the Richardson 
Law School.

In the first case of its kind late last 
year, Kenneth Hall ‘19 successfully 
assisted a Naval officer whose landlord 
had retained her deposit beyond the 
allowable time period and long after she 
was deployed. 

If a renter disputes the retention of 
a security deposit, a claim may be filed 
in small claims court. However, this 
process is difficult to complete when the 
tenant has been deployed many miles 
away. The result is the permanent loss 
of the withheld amount, which can be 
substantial. 

“This gave me a chance to fight back 
against unethical practices,” said Hall 
who was both a law student and a veter-
an of the war in Afghanistan. “When I 
heard about this program I knew I had 

to get involved.”
Hall said the experience is a pow-

erful one for students learning the law, 
and particularly for those who may 
want to be litigators, as he does. It also 
benefits military personnel who are no 
longer in Hawai‘i to argue on their own 
behalf, and who may have been the tar-
gets of unethical rental practices.

“It was a valuable opportunity to 
actually stand in front of the court and 
make an argument and present testi-
mony,” said Hall. “It’s always good to 
have more practical experience as law 
students, and to get to the meat and 
potatoes of facing an opponent with real 
world consequences.”

Hall was one of 24 William S. 
Richardson School of Law students who 
volunteered to help when Professor 
Calvin Pang discussed the issue through 
the school’s student email list during 
the 2018 spring semester. Pang said he 
wasn’t surprised by the outpouring of 
interest and support, and all two dozen 
students received a half day of training 
from Judiciary and Judge Advocate 
General Corps personnel as well as by a 
professional mediator and members of 
the Legal Aid Society.

“So many students choose this 
school because they understand its mis-
sion is community-based,” said Pang, 
“and this provides opportunities for 
students to give back to very deserving 
members of our community.”

Pang had been approached by LCDR 
Kristi Bao of the U.S. Navy JAG Corps, 
who had a growing concern about 
the issue, and had reached out to the 
Judiciary for potential solutions. In the 
past, deployed service members either 
did not file a claim for their deposits or, 
if they did, were unable to effectively 
participate in their cases because of the 
distance. 

Under the Landlord Tenant Code, 
neither party is allowed to be represent-
ed by a lawyer in a security deposit case. 

However, each party may be assisted 
by a non-attorney. In the case of service 
personnel, this might include a willing 
or knowledgeable friend, but such a rep-
resentative is often not available.   

“In this situation it makes it very 
difficult even to mediate with landlords 
if service members are off island,” said 
Bao, “and it’s so hard for them to come 
back given time and travel restrictions 
and the cost.”  This is how the idea of 
using law students was hatched.  

Bao said there are 35,000-40,000 
service members in Hawai‘i at any one 

time in the Navy, Coast Guard, Marine 
Corps, Air Force, and Army, and with 
rotations every three years and de-
ployments more often, there are a lot 
of people moving in and out of rental 
agreements. Deposits generally are 
around $2,000-$3,000, said Bao, but 
she has one case in which the amount in 
question is $8,000, because the landlord 
is charging for possible damages and the 
officer has already been deployed.

“Things that happen in the dark 
don’t go reported,” said Bao. “There’s no 
way to get good numbers because mil-
itary personnel are constantly turning 
over and leaving.”

If damage has occurred, landlords 

are entitled to retain part or all of secu-
rity deposits, but they are required to 
notify the tenant within 14 days. How-
ever, deployments can occur so quickly 
that military personnel may not still be 
in the Islands.

Pang also saw a tremendous benefit 
for law students. “I saw an opportunity 
for students to work with clients that 
are largely under-represented.” 

Long before Hall went into court, he 
met with Pang to talk through the case, 
identify the issues, and develop a strate-
gy. Pang said that he was just a “sound-
ing board” and that the law student had 
already digested the facts and devised 
his plan.  Bao said she was pleased with 
the way the first case was handled, “and 
the service member (who was already 
serving in a foreign country) was very 
pleased as well.”

District Court Judge Hilary 
Gangnes also expressed her support for 
this new partnership, and the opportu-
nity to give both sides their day in court.

“It’s all about getting rid of the 
barriers that have kept people from 
being able to come to court,” she said. 
“We’re increasing the ability for people 
to pursue their legitimate claims. And 
it will give law students some real court 
experience, working with a client, and 
learning court procedures. This is an-
other program where students get that 
experience and help out real people.” 

“This gave  
me a chance to  

fight back  
against  

unethical  
practices.”

Kenneth Hall ’19
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UH Law School Sees an Increase  
of Entering Students with GRE® 
Scores in Pilot Study

F
FOUR INCOMING LAW STUDENTS last fall were the first to enter 
the William S. Richardson School of Law based on their GRE® 
scores – part of a pilot project underway at the UH Law School 
and at a number of others across the country that broadens 
access to legal education.

The four are the leading edge of students accepted during 
the first of a three-year change in admissions policy at the UH 
Law School that enables prospective students to enter with 
their scores from the graduate school General Test as well as 

the standard Law School Admissions Test (LSAT.)
The pilot study has been expected to expand access to legal education for many 

students who are already considering graduate school and have taken the GRE® test, 
but may not have the time or funds to take the LSAT. The LSAT has been offered just 
four times a year although that was changed to six tests this year, while the GRE® can 
be written almost every week.

Of those who applied to Richardson for entrance this fall using GRE® scores, 50 
percent were admitted, according to the Richardson Admissions Office. Of a total of 
122 incoming first-year students, five qualified with GRE® scores. 

If not for the GRE®, Kevin Wrabley, 33, a paralegal and former middle school 
teacher, might not have applied to law school at all.

“I had been considering it a long time but having the GRE® available definitely 
made a difference in my decision to apply immediately,” said Wrabley. “As a working 
husband and father, my time was limited, and the GRE® fit my needs a lot better … in 
terms of how often it’s offered.” 

Additionally, said Wrabley, he likes the fact that the GRE® encourages even more 
student diversity.

“Even though Richardson is already among the most diverse law schools in the 
country, opening up the admissions process provides an obvious opportunity to pull 
strong, qualified applicants from a pool you might not otherwise be reaching.”

Melissa Miles, a 30-year-old originally from Germany, agrees that admitting stu-
dents based on strong GRE® scores provides a richer learning environment for all.

“The more viewpoints you have, the better you can discuss with your classmates 
about the cases you study and how the rules can be applied. With a broader scope of 
students, your mindset and your training expand because you’re thinking of more 
perpectives than your own.”

Miles said being able to use the GRE® rather than the LSAT enabled her to shine 

because of the test’s reliance on essays 
and writing ability, in comparison to the 
LSAT’s focus on analysis. 

“My strength is in essays,” she said. 
“It looks at how you argue a point, and 
that’s why I chose the GRE® rather than 
the LSAT.” Effective writing is a key 
value for law students often tasked with 

writing memos for senior members of a 
firm in their first years as attorneys.

William Morrison, 23, echoed his 
classmates’ thoughts. With a back-
ground in bio-engineering from his 
undergraduate degree at Santa Clara, 
and also strong writing ability, he said 
the GRE® enabled him to successfully 

utilize his reasoning skills and ability to 
work with systems.

“For people coming from techni-
cal backgrounds where they have less 
exposure to the type of thinking com-
mon to the Social Sciences, the GRE® 
offers a better opportunity to show our 
strengths and ability to reason. Learn-
ing to apply those skills to legal prob-
lems is what I’m in law school to do. And 
the GRE® gave me that opportunity.”

The Richardson decision to accept 

the GRE® General Test came after an 
intensive validation study of the GRE® 
in collaboration with Educational 
Testing Service. The Richardson data 
gathered in 2015 and 2016 showed that 
GRE® scores were a better predictor of 
first year law school grades than were 
undergraduate grades.

Over the last year more than 40 
other law schools across the nation 
have moved to accept GRE® scores. 
Along with Richardson, the first ones to 

accept it included: Harvard Law School; 
Georgetown University Law Center; 
Northwestern University’s Pritzker 
School of Law; and the University of Ar-
izona James E. Rogers College of Law. 
Now more than 20 law schools across 
the country accept the GRE®.

Richardson Law School will be 
accepting applications for the 2020 fall 
semester as of September 1. Here is the 
Admissions office link: https://www.law.
hawaii.edu/jd-admissions. 

Kevin Wrabley ’21, William Morrison ’21, and Melissa Miles’21 were three of the first four students to enter Richard-
son based on their scores from the graduate school general test rather than the LSAT. 

“My strength is  
in essays … It looks  
at how you argue  
a point, and that’s  
why I chose the 
GRE® rather than 
the LSAT.”

https://www.law.hawaii.edu/jd-admissions
https://www.law.hawaii.edu/jd-admissions
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UH Delegation Joined  
International delegates In Poland  
for Paris Agreement Follow-Up 

FOUR UH LAW STUDENTS and two UH professors participated 
this past year in a global environmental meeting in Katowice, 
Poland that expected to create a rule book for countries to 
follow in stemming climate change. 

The United Nations’ Framework Convention on Climate 
Change brought 10,000-13,000 representatives together in 
December 2018 from virtually every country in the world with 
the goal of establishing rules to provide for global monitoring 
of greenhouse gas emissions, though not enforcement. The end 

result was the Katowice Climate Package.
UH law students Miranda Steed ‘19, Stacey Gray ’19, Tiana Winstead ‘19 and Ryan 

McDermott ’19, were joined by Environmental Law Professor Richard Wallsgrove 

and Associate Dean Denise Antolini 
for this intense series of international 
meetings to create a compliance and 
monitoring body to oversee how nations 
plan to control emissions. 

“This crisis is going to be the biggest 
problem that my generation faces in our 
lifetime,” said Steed ’19, who headed the 
UH student delegation. ‘’For students to 
have the opportunity to participate is a 
chance to become part of the solution 
and to make our voices heard.”

The students had a brutal travel 
schedule: they finished exams on a 
Saturday morning, and then caught a 
flight to begin 30 hours of travel, with 
multiple stops, before arriving in Prague 
in the Czech Republic, and then catch-
ing an overnight bus to Poland. They 
arrived Monday morning in time for the 
beginning of the convention’s second 
week.

The trip was totally engineered by 
the students. Steed said she decided 
even before the semester began that 
it was important to go to Poland. The 
gathering is the three-year follow-up to 
the Paris Agreement of 2015. Article 15 
of that agreement called for creation of 
an emissions abatement rule book and a 
monitoring body by 2018.

“The students told me at the start of 
the semester that they wanted to go to 
this conference and I said ‘How are you 
going to get badges to attend, manage 
the financing, and then finish your 
finals?’” said Wallsgrove. 

“Nothing is impossible,” said Steed, 
who proceeded to work with Walls-
grove on the details, as well as with UH 
Campus Sustainability Coordinator 
Matt Lynch, who was able to have the 
students registered as members of the 
Conference of the Parties. UH was ad-
mitted as an observer to the convention, 
and the Law School provided part of the 
funding, with help from several private 
donations.

“This was a testament to the stu-
dents’ persistence,” said Wallsgrove. 
“They doggedly pursued every angle 
and made it work.”

The trip was also a testament to the 
involvement of the University of Hawai‘i 
and the Richardson School of Law in 
cutting-edge international negotiations 
as the globe wrestles with increasingly 
urgent needs to control greenhouse gas 
emissions, limit global warming, and 
structure international rules. There are 
no rules now.

“The rule book would create a way 
to enforce the rules,” said Professor 
Christina Voigt, who was a visiting 
Norwegian Professor of International 
Environmental Law from the University 
of Oslo, and who headed negotiations 
at the conference. She is also Norway’s 
chief legal negotiator.

“Without the rule book, the Paris 
Agreement doesn’t work. It doesn’t say 
how to move forward,” said Voigt, who 
spent the fall semester at Richardson, 

offering environmental law students 
an extraordinary opportunity to feel 
intimately connected to the latest infor-
mation on the global environment, the 
Paris Agreement, and its follow-up.

Voigt headed the U.N. Enforcement 
and Compliance Working Group for the 
convention in Poland. 

She said that each of the 197 parties 
to the agreement is obliged to provide 
a climate plan every five years. But 
there is nothing that says what kind of 
information needs to be in these plans, 
a timetable, or how the national plans 
should be enforced, said Voigt.

While the students were not able to 
sit in on all of the sessions, Voigt said it 
is a phenomenal experience to watch up 

close as international agreements are 
being forged. The students also were 
able to talk with conference delegates 
about their own ideas on what kind of 
mechanism could be used internation-
ally to enforce climate controls. And 
they were able to mingle with represen-
tatives from non-governmental organi-
zations, as well as some of the world’s 
largest environmental groups.

“For climate change there is no 
court currently,” said Wallsgrove. “So 
do you create a new court? Do you use 
the International Court of Justice? Or 
could you use other mechanisms?”

Already the students are suggesting 
a regional system so each of the UN’s 
global regions would have its own mon-
itoring body composed of experts from 
that region in climate change science, 
economics, and political science.

“The way our idea would work,” 
said Steed, “is every country would be 
reviewed every five years by the board 
in their region.”

They modeled their idea after the 
current human rights monitoring body 
that performs universal periodic re-
views in Geneva. 

“But ours would be regionally-based 
rather than out of Geneva, and re-
viewed by experts rather than by other 
nations,” said Steed. “It has been fairly 
successful in many ways and we’ve seen 
significant reductions in human rights 
issues in some countries.”

Steed said it’s critical for Hawai‘i 
students to be part of such global dis-
cussions. “It’s important we send UH 
students everywhere because of the di-
rect impact the climate crisis is already 
having on the Islands.

“A lot of the decision-making is still 
being done by the previous generation, 
but it’s my generation and my children’s 
generation who are the ones that are 
going to be affected.” 

“For students  
to have the  

opportunity to  
participate is a 

chance to become 
part of the solution 

and make our  
voices heard.”

Delegates from around the world at the environmental  convention in Poland listen to one of the panels.
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Professor James Pietsch

Handling Issues of Life  
and Death With Charm, Grace,  
and Winning Style

IN THE MOVIE “The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel,” a collection of aging 
British seniors arrive in India, having imagined an elegant, inexpen-
sive retirement at a refurbished hotel. What they discover is an estab-
lishment with as many issues as they have. Their ensuing adventures 
validate not just the importance of aging carefully and well, but also 
suggest how one can continue to enjoy living.

As Richardson Professor James Pietsch puts together specialized 
programs on aging for seniors, caregivers, and the caring establish-
ment each year, he references that charming movie with his own 

charm and wit - ensuring that the audiences not only leave with a sheaf of important 
information, but also a sense of fun. He has even shown the movie - and served tea - 
to his audiences.

Those workshops speak of Pietsch’s ability not just to inform, but to entertain 
while handling delicate issues of life and death, and the space in between. The ex-
tremely popular “Nite of the Living Will,” scheduled every year around Halloween, 
assists community members in learning about advance directives for health care.

This past year Pietsch was awarded the Regents’ Medal for Excellence in 
Teaching, the second major award he has received during the past two years for his 
remarkable teaching skills, the clinics he runs on both Elder Law and Veterans Law, 
and the vast experience and wisdom he brings to both arenas.

“His sustained commitment to bringing university expertise to community 
contexts is so manifest, so embedded in his teaching, that upon leaving UH on highly 
diverse paths, considerable numbers of Pietsch’s students are inspired to replicate 
those practices as their own,” said the Regents in honoring Pietsch.

Since coming to the Law School in 1991 to teach 
Elder Law, Pietsch and Faculty Specialist Lenora 
H. Lee, have served thousands of vulnerable elders 
and their caregivers. Several years ago Pietsch 
added a Veterans Clinic that now draws scores of 
veterans and family members to the Law School to 
understand and pursue their rights, as well as the 
appeals process.

Additionally, he and Lee have produced an 
accessible, free handbook that covers the broad 
spectrum of elder care issues, and have updated it 
on a regular basis. 

“Upon leaving  
UH … considerable  
numbers of  
Pietsch’s students 
are inspired to  
replicate (his)  
practices as their 
own.”

DOCARE PARTNERSHIP

Partnering with DOCARE, UH Law 
School Gains Grant Funding for 
Conservation Enforcement Training 

THE UH LAW SCHOOL has partnered 
with the State Department of Land & 
Natural Resources (DLNR) Division of 
Conservation and Resources Enforce-
ment (DOCARE) to attract private grant 
funding that will establish a new Train-
ing Academy to develop much-needed 
enforcement officers for Hawai’i.

DOCARE is the enforcement arm 
of the Department of Land and Natural 
Resources, whose job it is to uphold 
Hawai‘i’s laws that protect the state’s 
natural, historic, and cultural environ-
ments.

The state has long been criticized 
for insufficient enforcement of natural 
resource laws and for lack of specialized 
training for officers in the field. The UH 
Law School now has been instrumen-
tal in building enforcement capacity 
through a training academy and a series 
of fellowships for law graduates.

This effort has been one of the driv-
ing forces for DOCARE Enforcement 
Chief Robert Farrell’s ongoing partner-

ships with the Law School and local 
philanthropic organizations.

“He’s really been the spark-plug 
behind these efforts,” said UH Law 
School Associate Dean Denise Antolini. 
“He has been front and center in leading 
these initiatives to produce more and 
better trained DOCARE officers, and 
in inspiring community partnerships. 
Simultaneously providing on-the-job 
training opportunities for our law grad-
uates has been an invaluable experience 
for each of them.”

As a long-time leader in the environ-
mental community in Hawai’i, Antolini 
views the partnership with DLNR over 
the past decade as an important way to 
achieve better protection of Hawai‘i’s 
fragile environment, which is under 
pressure from invasive species, climate 
change, and the record number of 
visitors.

In 2017, a private grant of $148,000 
Antolini received from the philanthrop-
ic Harold K.L. Castle Foundation in 
Kane‘ohe provided critically-needed 
consulting work by a national authority 
on conservation officer enforcement 
training. 

This grant allowed DOCARE to 
design a new officer training academy 
to build legal enforcement capacity in 
the state. This initiative received strong 
support from the Governor and the 
Hawaii Legislature, which provided 
$500,928 to support the new Academy 

two years ago.
Since 2013, Antolini has received 

additional private and federal grants 
totaling around $490,000, including 
from the Castle Foundation, which have 
supported six full-time fellowships for 
Law School graduates who have worked 
inside DOCARE to increase the state’s 
capacity to monitor and enforce envi-
ronmental laws. 

Eric Co, Senior Program Officer for 
Ocean Resiliency with the Castle Foun-
dation, said working with UH, and the 
DLNR leadership under Farrell has been 
“a high priority” for many of the state’s 
environmental stakeholders.

“We are particularly excited about 
their (DLNR and DOCARE) chosen 
approach in establishing a training 
academy that would create more local 
jobs for local people, providing career 
opportunities to those who already 
have a deep love and understanding of 
Hawai‘i’s unique natural environment,” 
said Co.

In initial meetings more than two 
years ago to discuss the latest grant, 
Castle Foundation representatives were 
especially enthusiastic because of the 
potential involvement of Mike Carion, 
the retired chief of the California Fish 
& Game Academy.  “It was clearly the 
prospect of getting top expertise in this 
field to help us design the Academy that 
made the grant possible,” said Antolini.

Castle Foundation’s Co was espe-
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cially encouraged about the opportu-
nity to work with Carion, calling him 
“uniquely qualified based on his deep 
experience doing similar work in a vari-
ety of locations across the country.”

Initial conversations involving DO-
CARE, Castle, and Carion inspired go-
ing forward on the grant, said Antolini. 
Additionally, Chief Farrell was familiar 
with Carion’s decades of work in the 
field of officer training and had consult-
ed with him on policies in the past.

“His (Carion’s) initial involvement 
was critical to attracting the donor 
money,” said Antolini, praising the 
Castle Foundation for its ongoing grant 
support and its commitment to con-
servation, preservation, and enforce-
ment over many years, as well as its 
willingness to participate in innovative 
programs.

“The Castle Foundation’s commit-
ment to DOCARE over the years has 

meant that hundreds of thousands of 
new dollars have been put toward crit-
ical improvement in the state’s conser-
vation and enforcement efforts,” said 
Antolini. “This is an outstanding effort 
that has cost the public nothing, but has 
provided so much to our state to build 
capacity and support innovations like 
the Academy.”

In the late 1990s and early 2000s 
Antolini was one of the early archi-
tects of the Law School’s much lauded 
Environmental Law Program, which 
has trained more than 300 beginning 
attorneys in critically important aspects 
of conservation and environmental law. 
Graduates of the William S. Richardson 
School of Law now serve in positions 
throughout Hawai’i in which environ-
mental protections are the focus. 

Antolini also was among the key 
people involved in launching Hawaii’s 
Environmental Court in 2015, one of the 

first two in the nation. Hawai’i’s new 
court has the broadest jurisdiction in 
the United States over civil and criminal 
cases affecting the environment.

“Our alumni are everywhere in this 
field,” Antolini has said. “They’ve found-
ed land trusts, are running environmen-
tal non-profits, are administering gov-
ernment programs that support natural 
resources protection, and are serving as 

private attorneys to help clients achieve 
environmental compliance.

“Without a doubt, the Environ-
mental Law Program made a major 
leadership contribution in this field and 
it has transformed Hawai‘i in so many 
positive ways. The partnership with 
DOCARE and the Academy is the  
latest innovative partnership that 
exemplifies how the UH Law School 
directly serves to build legal capacity in 
our community.”

LEFT: Law School graduate Ian Gar-
rod ‘18 works with DOCARE Assistant 
Chief Jason Redulla in the law fellow-
ship program.

“It was clearly the 
prospect of getting 
top expertise in this 
field to help us  
design the Academy 
that made the  
grant possible.”

Incoming students tour 
the Law School during Ad-
mitted Students Day 2019.

TUITION FREEZE

Freeze Means UH Law School  
Tuition Stays The Same For Five 
Years—through 2022-23

UH LAW SCHOOL TUITION levels for 2018-
19 will remain unchanged this year, and 
for the three years following: 2019-20 
through 2022-23. Because tuition at 
the William R. Richardson School Law 
remained the same during the 2018-19 
year as it was in the 2017-18 year, cur-
rent and students in the new incoming 
class of 2019-20 can enter and graduate 
without facing any 
tuition hike.

“This is a tremen-
dous benefit for anyone 
beginning to think seri-
ously of applying to our 
rigorous yet uniquely 
supportive Law School,” 
said Dean Avi Soifer. “It 
is also greatly beneficial 
for students who are 
already enrolled, and 
those who were plan-
ning to apply this cur-
rent fall before the July 
1 application deadline.”

Admissions Director Elisabeth Steele Hutchison noted that in 2018-19 Richard-
son welcomed its second largest class ever, and in 2019-20 admitted its third-largest 
class. Included in both are students admitted based on their GRE® General test scores 
rather than LSAT scores. 

“We are receiving excellent applications both for our day and evening programs,” 
said Hutchison. “Our evening, part-time program is particularly geared toward stu-
dents who will continue to work or care for families during the day, but are looking to 
change careers, or learn important new skills to apply to their current jobs.”

The tuition at UH’s Law School has remained low compared to law schools on 
the continent, even for students who are not from Hawai’i, and Richardson graduates 
carry some of the lowest law school debt in the United States.

The new tuition schedule, which freezes undergraduate tuition rates across the 
UH system after the 2019-20 year, and decreases general graduate student tuition 
rates, aims specifically to support the educational aspirations of the Hawai‘i commu-
nity. The current tuition per semester at Richardson for Hawai’i residents is $11,196, 
and it is $22,908 per semester for nonresidents.  

Among the incoming class of 2018-19, 84.4% of JD students received some form of 
financial aid, with 70% receiving some type of scholarship aid, according to Heath-
er Smith-Lee, Director of Law Student Financial Assistance. In the 2018-19 year, 
the average total financial aid package per year for JD students receiving aid was 

$31,432, with the aver-
age amount of scholar-
ship aid at $7,806, said 
Smith-Lee. Merit schol-
arship awards rose by 
90 percent from 2017-18 
to 2018-19; and rose 63% 
from 2018-19 to 2019-20, 
she said. 
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Three Outstanding  
Faculty Members Retire After  
Dedicated Service

THREE OF THE LAW SCHOOL’S  long-time 
faculty members retired this past year, 
after years of inspired teaching, out-
standing academic work, and enduring 
friendships. The three are Professor 
Charles R. Lawrence III, Hazel Glenn 
Beh ’91, and Roberta Woods. Each was 
an authority in his or her field, beloved 
by students and colleagues alike, and 
prolific in adding a body of scholarly 
work on important topics.

Professor Lawrence, who has 
spent his career writing about racial 
justice and civil rights, is best known for 
his eloquent scholarship about antidis-
crimination law, equal protection, and 
critical race theory. He was among the 
first to develop the legal importance 
of recognizing that racism is deeply 

From left, Roberta Woods and  
Hazel Glenn Beh ’91 at their retire-
ment party.

enshrined in American society, with 
people of color marginalized by power 
structures based on white privilege.

Professor Beh, who also holds a 
PhD in American Studies and a Masters 
of Social Work, has worked extensively 
with the elderly and is an authority on 

health care. She joined the Law School 
in 1995 as Acting Associate Dean, and 
joined the faculty a year later. She was 
also Associate Dean for Academic 
Affairs from 2007-2009, and served as 
co-director of the Health Law Policy 
Center for many years. Her awards in-
clude being named Outstanding Woman 

Lawyer of the Year by Hawai‘i Women 
Lawyers in 2008 and being named a 
Regents’ Medalist for Excellence in 
Teaching.

Roberta Woods,  who served as the 
Reference and Instructional Services 
Librarian, is an expert on Hawai‘i legal 
research and the author of many re-
search guides on the topic. She is often 
called upon as a guest lecturer in the 
Library and Information Sciences grad-
uate program. She earned bachelor’s 

degrees in computer and library scienc-
es from Texas Women’s University and 
a JD from Franklin Pierce Law Center, 
now the University of New Hampshire 
School of Law. She also earned a Master 
of Library and Information Science at 
the University of Hawai‘i.

The retirees were honored at a  
celebratory gathering attended by  
faculty, staff, and family members at 
College Hill. 

Dean Avi Soifer with Professor Charles R. Lawrence III at the retirement party.

Professor Charles R. Lawrence III Reference and Instructional Librarian  
Roberta Woods

Professor Hazel Glenn Beh ‘91

“They are beloved  
by students and  
colleagues alike.”
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Gifts from 2 Hawai‘i Wood Master 
Craftsmen Have Places of Honor in 
UH Law Library and School

EXTRAORDINARY GIFTS by two of Hawai‘i’s outstanding 
wood-turners and master craftsmen are now on display in 
the UH Law Library.

The gifts, including 59 wooden bowls by the Big Island’s 
Dan DeLuz, and two statuesque ‘guardians’ created by the 
late Ron Kent, are now part of the Law Library’s refurbished 
look. 

Several additional large, dramatic bowls and two more 
guardians by Kent will also be on display in the Law School’s 

Administration wing to honor both Kent and his wife, Myra Kent.
The DeLuz bowls were given to the Law School by banker John Dean and the 

Estate of William K. Richardson. The late William ‘Billy’ K. Richardson, a venture 
capitalist and entrepreneur who passed away in November of 2017, was the son of 
Law School founder William S. Richardson. He and Dean were good friends and 

worked together on a number of finan-
cial projects.

The friends had collected and co-
owned the bowls, and they had contem-
plated the gift before Billy’s death, said 
Lea Hong ’91, Richardson’s widow.

“I have ‘turned’ bowls in my day so I 
have a great respect for the craftsman-
ship that goes into them,” said Dean. 
“Billy and I talked about someday giving 
the bowls to an institution where they 
could be shared with a broader public. 
We wanted to share DeLuz’s work. He 
was a gifted man. At the Law School 
Library his work now honors both Billy 
and CJ, his father.”

The beautiful DeLuz bowls were 
made from a remarkable range of woods 
such as lychee, koa, mango, sandalwood 
and ‘ohia over many years. A portion 
of the collection, formerly on display at 
Dean’s office downtown at Central Pa-
cific Bank, now can be seen in the Law 
School Library’s “CJ’s Corner,” which 
celebrates and honors Billy’s father with 
his portrait and archival displays.

“We are extremely fortunate to be 
the recipient of these amazing gifts,” 
said Associate Professor of Law Victoria 
Szymczak, Director of the Law Library. 
“The bowls honoring Billy Richardson 

are displayed where students can gath-
er, study or just relax.”

CJ’s ‘Corner” also includes a portrait 
of the Law School’s namesake who 
passed away in 2010, as well as record-
ings of his voice and legal decision-mak-
ing which have been added to the area.

Law School Dean Avi Soifer pointed 
out that, “’CJ’s Corner’ is a place where 
students can gather, study or just relax, 
and this gift is a marvelously appropri-
ate way to honor Billy Richardson and a 
great friendship.” 

Soifer continued, “In fact, Billy 
followed his father in coming to the Law 
School often simply to get to know our 
students. He also taught here and he 
was always available to speak, as he did 
regularly at our Orientation and Com-
mencement. We miss Billy very much!”

The works by Kent, as well as other 
art pieces, were donated in his and his 
wife Myra’s name by their daughter, 
Elizabeth Kent, a 1985 graduate, who is 
herself an artist as well as a mediator. 
The six-foot tall ‘guardians’ in the Law 
Library have been positioned in an area 
where law students gather and relax, 
and where some public events are held.

They are two of a number of Kent 
pieces gifted to the Law School, includ-
ing several massive bowls that are art 
pieces in themselves and have been in 
the Kent family. They are displayed in 
the Administration Building, along with 
two more statuesque guardians.

In a statement, the Kent family said: 
“The University of Hawai‘i has played 
an important role in our lives since the 
late 1960s when Myra completed her 
masters degree in education. As mem-
bers of the community we love we’re 
glad we could contribute some prized 
art pieces to the school, along with our 
gratitude for what it has meant to both 
our family and our community. We are 
especially supportive of Chief Justice 
Richardson’s vision for the Law School 
and the advancement of justice.”

A ‘guardian’ by the late wood artist 
Ron Kent stands watch in the Law 
Library.

E

ABOVE: A collection of exquisite wooden bowls carved by the late Big Island 
artist Dan DeLuz bequeathed in honor of the late William ‘Billy’ K. Richard-
son.  BELOW: A second Kent ‘guardian’
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‘RBG’ Documentary on  
Justice Ginsburg Has a Special  
Moment for UH Law School

A MOMENT IN THE RECENT hit documen-
tary “RBG” about U.S. Supreme Court 
Associate Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
has special resonance for people in 
Hawai‘i. 

It lasts less than a minute, but it puts 
the University of Hawai‘i Law School on 
the map in a unique way.

In the film, Justice Ginsburg is 
standing in her office at the Supreme 
Court, and reaches for a box resting on 
top of several others in the closet. As 
Ginsburg pulls it down, she opens the 
box to reveal a lace jabot (judicial collar) 
that she wears atop her judicial robes.

This particular lace collar features 
49 rare tiny pink kahelelani Ni‘ihau 
shells, a gift from the William S. Rich-
ardson School of Law when Justice 
Ginsburg visited in February 2017 as the 
Law School’s Jurist-in-Residence. 

“This one was given to me by the 
University of Hawai‘i,” Justice Ginsburg 
explains in the documentary, speaking 
to co-director Betsy West. “And she 
made it with French lace, and the beads 
are from the beach.”

Associate Dean Ronette M. Kawaka-
mi ’85 was both stunned and thrilled as 
she watched that scene. It was Kawaka-
mi who designed and sewed the collar 
in addition to her many duties as the 
key hostess during Justice Ginsburg’s 
five-day visit. Dean Kawakami set up 
gatherings with Justice Ginsburg not 
only for Law School students but also 

for UH undergraduates, and for high 
school students from 10 schools.

“I wanted the students at her side, to 
have the chance to talk with this amaz-
ing, wonderful, trailblazing woman,” 
says Kawakami. “I wanted her to be 
as accessible and available to as many 
people as possible, and to the students 
especially.”

And Kawakami also wanted to give 
the Justice something of Hawai‘i to take 
back to Washington D.C.—a special col-
lar. “She’s a lefty, so I made the special, 
delicate collar, decorated with shells 
gathered on the island of Ni‘ihau, to be 
lefty-friendly,” says Kawakami. Among 
Hawaiian shells, those from the private 
island of Ni‘ihau are the most treasured.

Justice Ginsburg’s collars have often 
been noted, particularly when the Court 
gathers to announce one of her opinions.

“The one she wears for majority 
opinions is from her law clerks and 
it looks like it is gold crochet,” said 
Kawakami. “A black one is for her  
dissents.” 

Justice Ginsburg has been a guest 
of the Richardson Law School several 
times. But that most recent visit fea-
tured a meeting with 200 high school 
students and their teachers during a 
rainy Saturday event at Mililani High 
School.

During the same February 8-12, 2017 
visit, the Law School planted an ‘ohia 
lehua in her honor. In addition to telling 
Justice Ginsburg about the significance 
of the ‘ohia lehua, and the importance 
and mythology surrounding the kalo 
that law students planted and tend in 
the Law School’s leafy courtyard, Sabri-
na Gramberg ’18, Letani Peltier ’17, and 
Marcos Bendana ’18 warmly thanked 
her for honoring their school. 

“The kalo stands for social justice  
for the Native Hawaiians,” explained 
Bendana. “You are like the kalo, stand-
ing for social justice.” 

“I wanted the  
students at her  
side, to have the 
chance to talk  
with this amazing, 
wonderful,  
trailblazing  
woman.”

ABOVE: The lace jabot created by  
Associate Dean Ronette Kawakami ’85 
for Associate Justice Ruth Bader  
Ginsburg features rare Ni‘ihau shells.
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AT RIGHT: The ‘ohia lehua planted in the courtyard to honor Associate Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. Faculty, staff, and 
students gathered for the planting ceremony.

AWARDS

Numerous Awards for  
UH Law From Ranking Agencies 
and Legal Publications

T
THE UH LAW SCHOOL’S Full-Time JD program leaped 10 points 
in the latest U.S. News & World Report rankings for 2020, 
moving up to 91st this year from 101st a year ago in the Top 
Tier of American law schools.

The annual evaluation by the national publication also 
recognized the high quality of both the Evening Part-Time 
Program and the Environmental Law Program, ranking them 
both at 30th.

 “We are always pleased when we achieve high rankings 
from national evaluators, but the other strengths of the William S. Richardson School 
of Law lie in its atmosphere, and the support that students and faculty provide to one 
another,” said Dean Avi Soifer.

“Such support is difficult to quantify, but our graduates leave Richardson feeling 
that it has given them not just a superb legal education, but also a powerful new net-
work, and friendships that last a lifetime.”

Both the Full-Time and Part-Time programs at Richardson have repeatedly been 
ranked among the best in the country, despite the school’s small size. Additionally 
the Law School maintains one of the lowest rates of tuition in the country.

U.S.News evaluates law schools on acceptance rates, bar passage rates and em-
ployment rates after graduation, among other factors.

The Law School received several recent additional outstanding rankings by 
other agencies, including:

* Named one of the nation’s most outstanding law schools, according to The 
Princeton Review, which ranked it second both for offering the “Greatest Resources 
for Minority Students,” and as the law school “Most Chosen by Older Students.”

The UH Law School was also named 8th highest for “Most Liberal Students.”
The annual evaluation by the educational services company does not rank the law 

schools from 1 to 165, or name one law school best overall. Instead, the company pub-
lishes 12 ranking lists of the top 10 law schools in various categories. UH Law School 
scores high each year in areas that support diversity. 

Richardson Law School is one of 64 schools (39% of the 165 profiled) that appear 
on one or more of the ranking lists.

* Ranked 13 out of 74 of the nation’s best law schools for practical training, which 
means giving law students hands-on experience with real clients as part of an exten-

sive clinical program.
That gives an ‘A’ grade to the Wil-

liam S. Richardson School of Law, up 
from A- a year earlier, according to the 
annual evaluation conducted by preLaw 
magazine and published in the Spring 
2018 Digital issue.

The rankings are compiled based on 
the variety of opportunities a law school 
offers its students, as well as the number 
of openings in externships, clinics, 
simulation courses, and pro bono work 
in the community.

In addition to the clinical program’s 
10 areas for specialized experience, the 
school requires 60 hours of pro bono 
service as a graduation requirement. 
This requirement – spearheaded by 
Richardson students more than 20 years 
ago – has since become  standard in law 
school training, but Richardson was one 
of the first schools nationally to make it 
a formal requirement. 

“We are always 
pleased when  
we achieve high 
rankings from  
national evaluators.”
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A New Honor for Professor  
Charles Booth As Michael Marks 
Business Law Professor

PROFESSOR CHARLES D. BOOTH, founder and director of the 
Institute of Asian-Pacific Business Law at the William S. 
Richardson School of Law, was chosen this past year as the 
next Michael J. Marks Business Law Professor.

The honor is for a three-year term, renewable for an 
additional two years.

 Professor Booth is an expert on Asian business law 
whose work looks at cross-border transactions and insolven-
cy as well as commercial law, particularly in the aftermath of 

the Asian Financial Crisis.
He publishes extensively on these topics, has co-authored more than 70 publi-

cations, and is often asked to deliver keynote addresses and to speak at forums and 
conferences involving Asia-Pacific business law.

Professor Booth has had a vast range of teaching experience that took him to the 
University of Hong Kong from 1989 to 2005, before rejoining the UH Law School in 
2006. He taught at UH Law for three years before joining the Hong Kong faculty.

Professor Booth earned his BA, summa cum laude, from Yale University in 1981 
and his JD, cum laude, from Harvard Law School in 1984. He spent three years in 
practice with the international law firm Cleary, Gottlieb, Steen & Hamilton in New 
York before first coming to the UH Law School in 1986.

Dean Avi Soifer said he is grateful to the many friends of the late Michael J. 
Marks “for their ongoing support of the scholarship being produced by our faculty.”  
Soifer added: “Professor Booth’s expertise in business lawyering in Asia offers a 
broad base of knowledge, depth, and insight to 
Richardson students. We are fortunate to have 
him on our faculty.” 

The Michael J. Marks professorship was 
established at UH in 2010 to honor  the longest 
serving general counsel among Hawai‘i’s public-
ly traded companies. His 39-year legal career in-
cluded 28 years with Alexander & Baldwin, and 
many years in private practice in Honolulu and 
New York. He retired in 2003 as Vice President 
and General Counsel at A&B.  Professor Charles D. Booth

“Professor Booth’s 
expertise in business 
lawyering in Asia 
offers a broad base 
of knowledge, depth, 
and insight to Rich-
ardson students.”

HAWAI‘I  INNOCENCE PROJECT

Attorney Rick Fried Joins Hawai‘i 
Innocence Project as Co-Director

LONG-TIME HAWAI‘I ATTORNEY L. Richard ‘Rick ‘Fried Jr., 
one of the state’s most successful litigators, has joined the 
Hawai‘i Innocence Project as a volunteer co-director replac-
ing emeritus Law Professor Randy Roth. 

The Hawai‘i Innocence Project at the Richardson  
School of Law is one of the most popular legal clinics for law 
students.

 Fried joins co-director Faculty Specialist Kenneth Law-
son, under whose leadership HIP has expanded to accept 

more cases and to involve many more attorneys from the community. 
Lawson said that Fried will bring a whole new level of expertise to HIP. “Rick has 

a hugely successful civil practice, and he is well known as one of the best litigators in 

the United States,” said Lawson. 
“Without a doubt, Rick’s experience 

as a trial attorney is second to none, but 
it’s his passion for justice and his commit-
ment to go the extra mile for his clients 
that make him the perfect fit for HIP.”

ABOVE: From left is Dean Soifer, staff 
attorney Jennifer Brown, co-director  
Kenneth Lawson, retired Professor  
Randall Roth and co-director Rick Fried.
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The Hawai’i Innocence Project 
recently won a $567,206 federal grant to 
assist in DNA testing that often provides 
conclusive evidence of innocence in 
disputed cases. Lawson said the grant 
application was particularly impres-
sive because student enrollment over 
the past several years has increased 
threefold, the number of volunteer 
attorneys has increased fourfold, and a 
new fundraising campaign has raised 
over $100,000 in unrestricted funds to 
help the project. 

In addition, HIP has innovated by 
asking a distinguished panel of volun-
teer former prosecutors to listen to and 
to assist law students as they begin to 
build their cases. Adjunct law professor 
Wes Reber Porter helped design and 
recruit members of the Case Integrity 
Unit, consisting exclusively of former 
prosecutors who help to vet HIP cases.

Each year student teams and su-
pervising attorneys review hundreds 
of requests from prisoners claiming 
innocence. To date, three Hawai‘i men 
have been released from prison through 
the efforts of the Innocence Project.

Fried, who already has been 
involved in assisting with HIP as a vol-
unteer supervising attorney, said that he 
hoped to be able to add expertise from 
his decades of experience as a litigator.

“I was very surprised to learn how 
many innocent people were incarcer-
ated for crimes they did not commit,” 
he said. “Many of these people are 
wrongfully incarcerated due to misiden-
tification at a line-up or picked out from 
photographs.”

In the clinic, HIP students investi-
gate new evidence, prepare post-convic-
tion motions, conduct hearings, argue 
motions, and file appeals. In addition to 
its students, the Law School provides 
office space, equipment, administrative 
support, and the services of Lawson.

Lawson is responsible for daily oper-
ations, fundraising, and the recruitment 

and coordination of skilled volunteers, 
which currently include 12 lawyers, two 
private investigators, two office helpers, 
and a DNA expert from the John A. 
Burns School of Medicine, Dr. David 
Haymer. 

After observing a student team’s 
presentation to the Case Integrity Unit 
earlier this year, one of HIP’s volunteer 
supervising attorneys, Leinaala Ley, 
described it as particularly enjoyable 
during her first semester with HIP.

“The caliber of experience in the 
room was thrilling, and the collabo-
rative discussion produced additional 
leads for the students,” said Ley. “I was 
struck by the intimate nature of this 
discussion, which was unlike anything 
I had experienced when I was a student 
at UC-Berkeley, despite having attended 
numerous panel discussions.”

Both Lawson and Fried said that 
over the last few years Fried has shown 
a growing interest in the Hawai‘i Inno-
cence Project and in exonerating people 
in Hawai’i’s prisons who may be factual-
ly innocent but wrongfully convicted. 

Fried is already looking ahead with 
the expectation that the project will 
accept more cases. “As more people 
become exonerated, that will spur more 
people who believe they’ve been wrong-

fully incarcerated to come forward to 
ask for help from HIP,” he said.

Fried said that he hopes his par-
ticipation in HIP will also spur other 
lawyers, especially young attorneys 
just starting out in practice, to become 
involved in volunteering “to help those 
paying the ultimate price – wrongful 
incarceration.”

And he said the new grant will help 
expand HIP’s important work.  
“Unfortunately, we know there are cas-
es where people have been wrongfully 
incarcerated and who will benefit from 
this remarkable grant,” said Fried.

Richardson Law School Dean Avi 
Soifer noted, “The Hawai‘i Innocence 
Project has grown considerably since 
Professor Virginia Hench launched it 
some years ago. The work of volunteer 
cooperating attorneys has been instru-
mental in its ongoing success.”

Soifer added, “Professor Randy 
Roth and now attorney Rick Fried have 
contributed a great deal to the learning 
experience of the law students and to 
the overall success of the project - and 
Faculty Specialist Ken Lawson’s leader-
ship has been invaluable.”

“I was very  
surprised to  

learn how many  
innocent people  

were incarcerated  
for crimes they  

did not commit.”

L AW & JUSTICE SUMMER PROGRAM

L. Richard ‘Rick ‘Fried Jr.

Students from 7 Public  
High Schools Get a Taste of Law  
at UH Law School

THE 16- AND 17-YEAR-OLD STUDENTS from seven Hawai‘i 
public high schools solemnly took their places in the formal 
Davis-Levin Livingston Courtroom at the UH Law School. 

Within minutes they had launched into a trial.
For the next three hours these 17 students became 

attorneys, witnesses, a plaintiff, and a defendant, in a mock 
trial over cyberbullying by classmates – arguing two sides 
of a topic that resonates deeply with young people in this 
internet age.

It was the fifth and final day of the unique ‘Law & Justice Summer Program’ at 
the William S. Richardson School of Law, created by Associate Faculty Specialist 
Liam Skilling ’07 to introduce high school students to the law, to law school, and to 
the possibility that they might one day choose to attend law school and pursue legal 
careers.

“This is the fifth year of this pro-
gram, and we had yet another amazing 
group of young people we watched 
grow tremendously through the week,” 
said Skilling, Director of the Evening 
Part Time Program and of Academic 
Success.

“They’ve been mentored by eight of 
our own law students, and have estab-
lished connections with law students 
who aren’t much older than they are, 
but who are already pursuing a path 
they too may pursue one day.” 

For Hoku Chun ’21, one of the vol-
unteer law students, it was a program 
much like this during her high school 
years at Kamehameha School on Maui 
that cemented her dream to go to law 
school.

“It’s really important that the seed is 
planted – to know it’s possible to come 
to law school,” said Chun. “When they 
do this program it just becomes more 
feasible.”

For Farrington High rising senior 
Angelica Serna, 16, that was especially 
true. Already a participant in Far-
rington’s Law & Justice Academy, she 
felt the advantage in the more formal 
Law School setting.

High school students in the ‘Law &  
Justice Summer Program” argue a 
case in a moot court experience.
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“I don’t get this exposure in Far-
rington, to see if law is something I 
want to do,” said Serna. “It was kind of 
nerve-wracking,” she said of the mock tri-
al experience, “but I feel I could do that.”

Hannah McKee ’21, another law 
student volunteer, was impressed by the 
determination the high school students 
brought to the program.

“The kids who apply are already 
goal-oriented,” said McKee, “and have 
an inkling of what they want to do, and 
want to get an idea of what law would 

be like.”
She also found that they enjoyed be-

ing mentored by law students to whom 
they could easily relate.

On the bench, retired Faculty Spe-
cialist Dale Lee served as judge, denying 
or allowing objections, issuing guidance 
from the bench, and at one point pound-
ing it forcefully. It was, he said, the way 
his heart would feel when he was await-
ing a jury’s decision after a trial during 
the years he practiced law.

“Receiving a decision from the jury 

is really a spooky thing,” he told the 
students. “Your heart is pounding and 
you think everyone can hear it.”

For Shane Grace Deloso, 17, a rising 
senior at Waipahu High School, the Law 
School experience helped her begin to 
clarify the future. “I’m kind of confused 
about what I want to do,” said Deloso. 
“Wow, this has been great information 
and the best part has been collaborating 
with different schools.”

In addition to Waipahu and Far-
rington, the high schools involved were: 
Roosevelt, Kaiser, Kalani, Mililani, and 
Moanalua.

During the week-long program the 
students also met Supreme Court Chief 

Justice Mark Recktenwald, as well as 
Associate Justices Paula Nakayama, 
Sabrina McKenna ’82, and Michael Wil-
son. The students were hosted for lunch 
by the Cades Schutte law firm, and met 
and spoke with Sen. Karl Rhodes and 
Rep. Chris Lee at the State Legislature.

The high school students also heard 
mini-lectures, including on: Constitu-
tional Law by Dean Avi Soifer; Cli-
ent-centered practice and Family Law 
by Professor Calvin Pang ‘85; and Native 
Hawaiian rights by Professor Melody 
MacKenzie ’76.

In addition, they sat in on a murder 
trial at Circuit Court. 

“Wow, this has  
been great  

information and the 
best part has been  

collaborating  
with different 

schools.” The high school students undertake  
research in the Law Library and are  
seated in a classroom for a series of  
mini lectures.
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New UH Dual Degree Available  
For JD And Masters of  
Social Work in Four Years

A UNIQUE PARTNERSHIP between the 
University of Hawaii at Mānoa’s Wil-
liam S. Richardson School of Law and 
its Myron B. Thompson School of Social 
Work will give UH students the oppor-
tunity to earn two advanced degrees in 
four years.

Inter-professional education is a 
growing trend, particularly through 
dual degree programs.  Law and social 
work students as well as students in 
other professional programs are part of 
UH’s efforts to offer cutting-edge educa-
tion to the community.

This new opportunity creates a 
pathway to obtain a JD in law and a 
Masters of Social Work degree. The pro-
gram is open to law students enrolled 
in the William S. Richardson School of 
Law in 2018-19, as well as to law stu-
dents who enter in subsequent years. 

To be eligible for the dual degree 
program, law students must successful-
ly complete their first year at the Law 
School. Coursework for the MSW would 
then begin in tandem with their second 
year of law school. Current Bachelors 
and Masters of Social Work students in-
terested in the program should contact 
the MBT SSW Student Services Office 
for more information.

The dual degree designation allows 
students to enroll in both programs for 
the cost of only the full-time JD tuition. 
After graduation with a degree in  
law, students will pay graduate level 
tuition for any additional credits they 
might need to complete their MSW 
coursework. 

Law School Dean Avi Soifer ex-
plained, “Some of our students recently 
advocated for just such a program, and 
we are very pleased that - with the close 
cooperation of Dean Noreen Mokuau 
and her excellent staff - we were able to 
work out all the details. The efforts of 
our terrific Registrar, Piyada Nonzee, 
made this program possible, and we 
are confident that because of the many 
areas in which law and social work 
overlap, students with both degrees will 
be in great demand and will be able to 
better serve those who most need  
their help.” 

Soifer added, “As the Law School 
Commencement speaker a few years 
ago, Hawai‘i Supreme Court Justice 
(ret.) Jim Duffy declared that law is and 
should be a healing profession. This 
dual degree program will certainly help 
realize that vision.”

Social Work Dean Noreen Mokuau 
similarly reflected on the importance 
and significance of this dual degree 
program. “Social Work is committed to 
social justice with a fundamental core 
established in human rights, respect 
for, and inclusion of diverse peoples and 
environmental stewardship. The dual 
JD/MSW degree will create additional 

pathways, community partnerships, 
and job prospects for lifting the most 
vulnerable among us.”

Law School Registrar Nonzee, who 
was instrumental in working out details 
to create the dual degree, sees this part-
nership as a major step for those seeking 
powerful and complementary skill sets 
to broaden their career options.

“We’re excited to launch this option 
for students interested in pursuing both 
a law and social work degree,” said 

Nonzee. “It provides yet another oppor-
tunity to connect with, and learn from, 
students in other UH departments - just 
as they will do within the community 
in the career paths they choose. These 
two degrees open a tremendous range 
of opportunities, not just in legal circles, 
but in those involving social service 
work as well.” 

Teaming with Registrar Nonzee, 
Mari Ono and Sara Okamura from the 
Social Work School’s Student Services 
Office collaborated for almost two years 
to develop a prototype plan for the dual 
degree. Director Ono noted: “Over the 
years, we have had social work students 
express their interest and desire for a 
dual degree with Law. It’s timely that 
we are finally able to bring this partner-
ship to fruition.”

For Social Work BSW student 
Austin Haleyalpiy, 24, having the option 
of the dual degree is a tremendous 

opportunity to serve the Pacific Island 
community from which he comes. “The 
two degrees go hand in hand,” said 
Haleyalpiy, whose father is from Yap, 
one of the Caroline Islands that are part 
of the Federated States of Micronesia, 
and whose mother is from the Republic 
of Palau. 

“Pacific Islanders need a lot more 
representation, and while Social Work 
itself is community-based, a lot of ad-
ditional things can be done on a policy 
level or in a courtroom,” said Haleyal-
piy, who plans to apply for the dual JD/
MSW when he graduates with his BSW 
degree. “There are a lot of commu-
nity battles, and the arena would be 
the courtroom as far as fighting those 
battles.”

Haleyalpiy said he was especially 
inspired by a recent lecture by Rich-
ardson graduate Julian Aguon ’09, who 
established a law practice on Guam and 
who has been fighting for the rights of 
indigenous people. “Listening to him 
and seeing the passion he brings, and 
what he does with his law degree, moti-
vated me even more,” said Haleyalpiy.

Both senior MSW students and cur-
rent MSW students are eligible to apply 
for admission to the Law School. To do 
so, contact the MSW Admissions/Stu-
dent Services Office at (808) 956-7182. 

For information on other dual de-
grees at UH Mānoa, visit the website. 
https://manoa.hawaii.edu/graduate/con-
tent/dual-degrees

Dual Degrees at the Law School may 
be found at: https://www.law.hawaii.
edu/jd/dual-degree-programs

JD/MBA: https://www.law.hawaii.edu/
jd/mba 

Registrar Piyada Nonzee

“Some of our  
students recently  
advocated for just 
such a program.”

https://manoa.hawaii.edu/graduate/content/dual-degrees
https://manoa.hawaii.edu/graduate/content/dual-degrees
https://www.law.hawaii.edu/jd/dual-degree-programs
https://www.law.hawaii.edu/jd/dual-degree-programs
https://www.law.hawaii.edu/jd/mba 
https://www.law.hawaii.edu/jd/mba 
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Bar Exam Pass Rate Jumps
To 81 Percent for First-Time  
UH Test-Takers 

THE JULY 2018 PASS RATE for the Hawai‘i Bar Exam soared to 
81 percent for first time UH test-takers who graduated last 
May and took the exam in July.

That put these graduates a full 10 percentage points 
ahead of all those who took the Hawai‘i bar exam in July, 
2017. That pass rate was 71 
percent.

Dean Avi Soifer praised 
the preparation offered by 

the Law School, and particularly by Liam Skilling 
’07, who is both Director of the Evening Part Time 
Program and of Academic Success. 

“We have excellent, highly motivated students 
and faculty members who focus a great deal of atten-
tion on preparations for this challenging exam,” said 
Soifer. “Liam is especially committed to ensuring that 
every student is well-prepared.”

The first-time UH test-takers’ pass rate was also 
four points higher than a year ago, when it was 77 
percent in July, 2017.

The July 2018 pass rate for UH grad-
uates who may not have taken the exam 
the same year as their graduation, may 
have put it off for several years, or were 
retaking it, was 70 percent.

To expand student scholarships; to give added life to exceptional teaching, research, and service; and to 
improve our facilities, the Law School is dedicated to raising private funds in addition to the public fund-
ing it receives. Those interested in contributing to an array of programs should contact Julie Levine at: 
julie.levine@uhfoundation.org or through the Foundation’s website at: http://www.uhfoundation.org/

TO REACH THE LAW SCHOOL FOR GENERAL INFORMATION:

2515 Dole St., Honolulu, HI. 96822-2350,  (808) 956-7966

GIVING TO THE WILLIAM S. RICHARDSON SCHOOL OF L AW AT UH

mailto:julie.levine%40uhfoundation.org?subject=Giving%20to%20the%20William%20S.%20Richardson%20School%20of%20Law%20at%20UH
http://www.uhfoundation.org/ 



